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Staff
UMW Sunday is this Sunday! Ann Ashcraft from Malvern will be
George E. Rook . . . . . .
Ao our guest speaker while various UMW members will participate in the service as
worship leaders. You are invited to attend.
Chuck Law o )
Director of Ann Riggin Ashcraft will be the featured speaker at the annual Grand Avenue

Music Ministries
Austin Hayes
Director of Children,
Tweens & Youth Ministries

Wanda Mayfield
Organist

Heather Sanders
Secretary

Sunday Schedule

9:00am
Sunday School*

9:45am
Fellowship

10:00am
Worship

*Child Care Provided

Phone Number
870-673-6317

Fax Number
870-673-3697

Email
gaumc@centurytel.
net

Website
www.gaumc.com

United Methodist Church’'s UMW Worship Service to be held Sunday January 31,

2010. Mrs. Ashcraft is from Jones Mill, Arkansas , is a member of the Shorewood

Hill United Methodist Church and affiliated with the Malvern United Methodist
Church.  Her service to the United Methodist Women'’s organization includes serving in the
Little Rock Conference UMW for eight years, member of the South Central District UMW Core
Planning Team for four years, serving on the Women'’s Division of the General Board of Minis-
tries for eight years, and serving on the Arkansas School of Mission Team. She is now serving
as Secretary of Global Ministries for the Arkansas Conference UMC.

Ann is an avid volunteer. In addition to her UMW duties, she works for Meals on Wheels, the
Hospital Auxiliary, the Hot Springs County Fair Board, and the Hot Springs County Extension
Homemakers Organizations.

Mrs. Ashcraft is the widow of Leon Ashcraft. She is the daughter of the late Reverend Robert
Louis and Bettie Riggin. Reverend Riggin may be remembered as the pastor of the Bayou
Meto, Lodges Corner, and Brewers Chapel Congregations 1954-1957. In fact, Ann and Leon
were married in the Lodges Corner United Methodist Church in 1955. The Ashcrafts have two
daughters, Lea Ann Theriot and Leonette Koch and one grandchild, Drew Paul Theriot who is
16 years old.

UMW Circle News

Circle One will meet on February 10th at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Kids are welcome. Shel-
ley Bardwell has the program this month. For more information contact Elizabeth Hoskyn 673-
0079.

Ladies do you need to start Monday off right? Do you ever wonder what the "Women's Circles"
do? Well here is your chance. The meeting and program of all of the circles is on February 1
at 12:00. If you would like to bring your own lunch and join the fellowship we will see you at
11:30. We would love for you to join us. See you there!

Upcoming Scout Events: Scouting Ministries Sunday will be observed on

February 7. Members of Cub Scout Pack 84 and Boy Scout Troop sponsored
by Grand Avenue will participate in various parts of the service. The Boy Scouts
of America are observing their centennial on February 8. “Scout Sunday” was
started in the middle 1940s as a way to make people in houses of worship
aware of Scouting, and to allow Scouts to live out their “Duty to God” pledged
each week. The annual Blue & Gold Banquet will be held following the service.

A Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday,

February 25. Carry outs only from 5-7pm. Plates are $8. Please come show
your support!

More details will follow and thank you for all of your continuing support!



The Cub and Boy Scouts would like to
give a HUGE thank you to whoever it
was that gave us a rather large donation.
As we understand you would rather not
be known, please know it is extremely
appreciated. God Bless YOU!!

Sincerely,

Cub Scout Pack 84 QuT i,

Boy Scout Troop 84 wt A

And all their leaders > b ‘u
el T

A STORY FROM THE CUB SCOUTS

There’s a story about some Cub Scouts from
the city who were on a camping trip. The
mosquitoes were biting so badly that the
boys had to hide under their blankets to
avoid being bitten. One of them saw some
lightning bugs and said to his friend “We
might as well give up. Now they’re coming
after us with flashlights!”

2010 CONFIRMATION CLASS ORGANIZED

The 2010 Confirmation Class has been organized with eight par-
ticipants and will begin on Tuesday, February 9 with Confirmation
being celebrated on Easter Sunday, April 4. The 2010 Confirma-
tion Class includes: Abby Bean, Loren Bohanan, Jess Crum, Will
Garrison, Jack Griffin, Matthew Lin, Jessi Shelton and Wrana
Tull. Your prayers and words of encouragement are invited for
these participants!

TRUSTEES ELECT THEIR OFFICERS

The Trustees elected officers for 2010 during their organizational
meeting on January 18. Gene Fletcher was elected Chairperson
and was also elected to serve as the Trustees Representative on
the General Endowment Committee. Ronnie Krisell was elected
Vice Chairperson while Judy Jacobs was elected Secretary.
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BIBLE STUDY “INVITATION TO GENESIS” - A ten
session short-term Disciple Bible Study entitled
“Invitation to Genesis” will be taught by the Pastor in
the Fellowship Hall beginning Wednesday, February
17 at 10:30am. Each Wednesday Session will last
1.5 hours. The class will not meet Wednesday,
March 31 (Holy Week). The suggested donation for
student books is $9 (not required). PLEASE REGIS-
The
RE-

TER by calling the Church Office (673-6317).
deadline to register is Monday, February 8.
MEMBER: YOU WILL NEED TO BEGIN YOUR
PREPARATION FROM THE STUDENT BOOK ONE
WEEK BEFORE THE FIRST CLASS SESSION as
there are important daily assignments leading up to

this first session. Student books are available from

the Church Office.

The 2009 Contribution Reports are available in the nar-
thex. You may pick up your report after Morning Worship.

The Grand Avenue Youth will
proudly present the Justin Graves
Band for a concert on February
8th at 6:30pm. There is no admis-
sion but a love offering will be
collected. Please come and enjoy
a night of praise and worship.
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HAITI.
FIRST RESPONSE IS PRAYER.
SECOND RESPONSE IS UP TO ALL OF US.

(T2
&>
(T2
&>

e
s.gp > <
(T2
s.gg > <
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United Methodist Response Begins

Tragedy struck the already-beleaguered nation of Haiti
on January 12. The magnitude-7 earthquake effectively
flattened the capital city of Port-au-Prince, affecting an
estimated 3 million people and killing untold tens of
thousands.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is
already responding. “UMCOR has always had a strong
presence in Haiti,” UMCOR executive Tom Hazelwood
said. “With this tragedy, we’ll just be redoubling our ef-
forts, and we’ll be calling on people across the country
to help us.”
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Give Generously

Give through your local church. Checks should note
UMCOR Haiti Emergency in the memo line. Local
church treasurers can send gifts to the conference, not-
ing Haiti Emergency, UMCOR Advance #418325. You
can make a gift online at www.umc.org/haiti. 100% your
gift to the Haiti Emergency will go to help the people of
Haiti.
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Send Health Kits

UMCOR is shipping health kits to provide basic neces-
sities to people who have lost everything. Instructions
for assembling and shipping health kits are online at
WWW.Umcor.org.
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Prepare to Volunteer

There will be a great need for volunteers to help rebuild.
Currently, it is not safe or possible for volunteers to
go to Haiti. Those wishing to volunteer should contact
their jurisdictional United Methodist Volunteers in
Mission (UMVIM) coordinator about opportunities.
Go to www.umvim.info.

be used to Purclﬁasc suPPlics for the kits.

Mai(e your check out to GAUMC and

put “Mission | eam” on the memo line.
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NEWS FROM HAITI

The pEGPIE‘ﬂf The UI'II'lEd Methudlst{:hurchm THE REV. SAM D|XON, tOp executive of the United Method-

ist Committee on Relief, died of injuries received after being
buried in the rubble of a collapsed hotel following the earth-
guake. VOLUNTEER JEAN ARNWINE, member of a Dallas
UMC Mission Team providing eye care to Haitians, also died
of injuries suffered in the earthquake. PLEASE KEEP THEIR
FAMILIES in prayer, even as we offer our prayers for the
people of Haiti.

\ Opan hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

THANK YOU!
So far, we've
raised $700 for the
Haiti Relief Fund,
this is not includ-
ing the UMCOR
Kit offerings.
Great Job!




Christian Education - Every Sunday at 9am

Start the new year off by attending a Sunday School class at Grand Avenue. Take this opportunity to join friends or
make new friends and connect in a group bible study. Our doors are always open for new ideas on making Sunday
morning the best possible experience for you and your children.

Shelley Bardwell
Christian Education

Bardwell alan@yahoo.com PRE-K3- 4th GRADE

Rock Solid — Building A Heart of Faith
Young Adults

“Crazy Love - Overwhelmed By A Relentless God” January 31 St. Peter’s Declaration

February 7 Jesus Heals Peter’'s Mother-in-Law
Challengers February 14  The Four Friends
“Faith Is The Answer, But What Are the Questions” February 21  Jesus Heals Bartimaeus

February 28  Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers
Pathfinders
“Troublesome Bible Passages”

Crusaders
“Irresistible Invitation”

007

Bible Boot Camp

Qutstanding Achievements

Bethany Crum John Austin Hostyn Whitney lull
Jessica Shelton Jess Lrum Matthew Linn
Urana lull

Thank you to Lamie and Yolanda for their help with the Boot Camp.

IHAPPY BIRTHDAY in FEBRUARY!

This th 'Bﬁ'f-m 3 8 Jessica Shelton !
E?Efmd?ﬁi’@ 14 Regan Tull ™~
T 15 Whitney Tull
h:j; \ I ¢ 18 Kathryn Payton [

18 Jared Teer __g:ﬂ
923 Bud Bean t?

w 97 Jackson Brewer | -I :
FREE - FREE - FREE

2009 Grand Avenue Vacation Bible School T-Shirts and CDs are available in the fellowship hall. The shirts are lime
green with CAMP EDGE on the back. There are a variety of children and adult sizes. So please shop this table and
wear your GAUMC t-shirt for all to see.
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Dear friends,

Again, we are late in thanking Yyou
for your encouragement and prayer-
ful support when Paul was in the
hospital last October. There really
are wo adequate words to express our
deep gratitude for Your Vvisits, cards
and calls. we love you all and pray
for your gooo health and God’s spe-
cial blessings during this new year.

Paul and cece Blackwell

Reprinted from issue 1 of Jan 2010

Dese GAUML,

Tnanks o muth foe aiwiys eemembeging
me. W hgs ully mednt & ok 10 me that
GAUML has Kept in Houth with me these
pUSt foug yeaes when | have been gty
ar Sthonl. Love,

Beiany Peisiovsky

Dear Grand Avenie,
Thank you for the college
care package during finals week.
The swacks were perfect to get me
through my all night study ses-
stons. Thanks for thinking of
me while 'm off at Fayetteville.
Love,
rRachel Erwin

Thank you to
all the children
for doing a
great job at
the Christmas
Program!



FROM THE PASTOR

The Administrative Council had their first meeting of the year on January 19. The Administrative Council is
the governing body of Grand Avenue. Other denominations refer to their governing bodies with terms such as
The Church Council or The Vestry.

The January 10 article “From The Pastor” shared with you “Expectations for those Nominated for Vestry” from
the newsletter of St. James Episcopal Church in Texarkana, Texas. This month I would like to share with you
“The Ideal Vestry Member” originally printed in the newsletter of St. James Episcopal Church in Alexandria,
Louisiana but revised for the newsletter of Holy Cross Episcopal Church in Shreveport, Louisiana. As you
read this article, let me invite you to replace “vestry member” with “council member,” “Holy Cross” with
“Grand Avenue,” “parish” with “congregation,” “vestry” with “council,” and “parishioners” with “members and
friends of Grand Avenue.” The revised article for Holy Cross says:

» o«

The ideal vestry member is keenly interested in the well-being of Holy Cross:
the church, the clergy and staff, the building and grounds. Vestry members
regularly attend services and parish events and give financially to the work

of the parish. They distinguish between being on the vestry and serving on the
vestry. They have sufficient time to dedicate to the work of the vestry and they
display a positive attitude toward that work. They have the courage to speak
their mind, even when their positions are in the minority. They are willing to
listen to opposing opinions, are open to change, and accept the greater will.
They have a sense of humor.

Vestry members leave behind “constituencies” and personal agendas in favor
or doing what is best for Holy Cross. They are able and willing to share their
talents, abilities, and honest opinions - and are able and willing to listen to
others’ opinions with an open heart and mind. They are faithful to the concept
of confidentiality. They have a sense of humor. Vestry members listen
respectively to all parishioners and try to find a common ground when there
are disagreements. They have a sense of humor.

What I have shared with you in these two articles “From The Pastor” stress the importance of local church
leadership. It is important to serve faithfully in one’s position and to also serve cooperatively with others in
seeking the best for our Grand Avenue family. I am hopeful these two articles will provoke self-examination
and renewed commitment to serve the larger good through one’s elected office at Grand Avenue. May the
Kingdom of God continue to be strengthened through the life and mission of Grand Avenue!

- George E. Rook

PRAYER LIST
John Jackson; Tommy Hoskyn; Norma Mattison; Jessie Cheek; Ruby Self; Billy Self;
Clarence South; Louie McKissack; Vivian Howie; Hazel Riley; Ray Holsted; Harriet
Boyd; Janita Hoskyn; Melvin Tipton; Michael Acklin; Cletus Carlock; Floyd

Brothers; Lauren Lisko; Juanita Buerkle; Christina Bormann; The people of Haiti; All
our sick and shut-in; President Barack Obama; Congress and our Leaders; The
Leaders of our Allies; Members of the US, UK and Coalition Armed Forces and their

Families; The families of those who made the ultimate sacrifice.




FEBRUARY USHERS:

Membpers of Grand
Avenue’'s United
Methodist Youth

w T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6
UMW Luncheon Exercise Exercise
11:30 am Sack 10am 10am
Lunch
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Scout Exercise
Sunday UMW Circles Exercise UMW Circle 1 10am
2 -10:30am 10am 5:30 FH
FH Reserved 3-7:30pm
Bus Reserved for Mission Trip
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Exercise Bus Reserved Exercise
Trustees 7pm 10am umMw 10am
Children’s
Council Meeting Finance 7pm UMW Circle 1 UMM Valentine
after MW Library 5:30pm Banquet 7pm
FH
Ad Co 7:30pm Bible Study |
FH FH - 10:30am
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Singles Exercise Singles Trip
Luncheon Exercise 10am Murry’s Dinner
10am Bible Study I Theater
UMW Sunday FH - 10:30am Scout Spaghetti Bus Reserved
Supper - Carry 5:15pm
Bus Reserved Out Only Parking Lot
5-7pm

28
Youth

Movie Day
2pm FH

ICCM




Grand Avenue United Methodist Church Non-Profit Org.

Standard Rate Paid
803 S. Grand Ave. S:i?tgzrrt, Ae;t:72?60
Stuttgart, AR 72160 Address Service
requested
Permit No. 42
GROUPS & GATHERINGS
YOUTH: The United Methodist Junior High Youth (grades 7-8) meets each Sunday at 6pm to 7:30pm in

the second floor Youth Wing, the Senior High Youth (grades 9-12) meets each Sunday at
6:45pm to 8:15pm. (contact Austin Hayes 673-6317).

TWEENS: The “Tweens” group (grades 5-6) meets in the Fellowship Hall, every Wednesday at 6pm.
(contact Lainie Hoskyn at 659-0089).

CHILDREN'S HANDBELLS: Grades 5-7 meet in the choir room every Sunday at 5pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317)

HANDS FOR HIM: Wednesday Music Program for Children: Grades PreK-5 meet at 3:30pm. Contact
Chuck Law (673-6317) or Elizabeth Hoskyn (673-0079).

THE 3rd WEDNESDAY: Adults $3 - Children $2 - Seniors $2 - Fun, food & fellowship every third
Seasonal Meeting Times Wednesday. Program starts at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. RSVP - 673-6317

HANDBELL CHOIR: Meets every Wednesday at 6pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317).

ADULT CHOIR: Meets every Wednesday at 7pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317).

EXERSICE:  Meets every Tuesday at 10am in the FH; and every Thursday at 10am in the FH.

Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly. Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.



