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GRAND AVENEWS 
 

Staff 
 

George E. Rook 
Pastor 

 
Chuck Law 
Director of  

Music Ministries 
 

Wanda Mayfield 
Organist 

 
Heather Sanders 

Secretary 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

9:00am 
Sunday School* 

 
9:45am 

Fellowship 
 

10:00am 
Worship 

 
*Child Care Provided 

 
 

Contact Us 
 

Phone Number 
870-673-6317 

 
Fax Number 
870-673-3697 

 
Email 

gaumc@centurytel.net 
 

Website 
www.gaumc.com 

Sanctuary Remodeling Project:  Contributions are now being encouraged 
and received for the Sanctuary Remodeling Project. The more funds we 
have up front will reduce the amount of money needed to borrow.  Please 
make your check to Grand Avenue and designate the memo corner 
“Sanctuary Project.”  Your generosity is appreciated!  More than $65,300 is 
currently set aside for this project, which includes around $10,000 that is to 
be received from the General Endowment Fund.   

It is a pleasure to welcome Dena Moore-Bednar as our 

newest member by transfer from St. James United Methodist Church in 

Little Rock.  Dena united with Grand Avenue on Sunday, January 20.   

The sympathy of the Grand Avenue Church is extended to the family of Ellen 
McMillin Southall, especially to her daughter, Susan Reid of Benton, Arkansas; 
to Chuck Sampson on the death of his mother, Margaret Jerome Sampson of Cov-
ington, Louisiana; to Jenifer Bohanan on the death of her mother, Diane Elizabeth 
Hall Ray of Hot Springs, Arkansas; to Gene Fletcher on the death of his nephew, 
Jeffrey Lynn Fletcher of Gillette, Arkansas; and to Clio Clary on the death of her 
sister, Grace Jordan of Little Rock, Arkansas. 

UMW Sunday is January 27 

with Ellen McNulty as our 

guest speaker and will be 

speaking about “Spreading 

The Good New Through 

UMW.”  Various UMW mem-

bers will participate in the 

service as worship leaders.  

You are invited to attend! 

Dear GAUMC, 
Thank you once again for 
the care package.  It is 
always a pleasant surprise.  
I have finally graduated so 
it is the last one!  All of 
your support has meant a 
lot to me through the 
years.  I look forward to 
seeing you soon. 

Thanks again,  
Taylor Hoskyn 

2008 CONFIRMATION CLASS:  FINAL CALL! 
A Confirmation class is being organized for youth in or above the sixth 
grade.  You are encouraged to pre-register by calling the Church Office (673
-6317).  An organizational meeting for the class will take place in the Church 
Library after Morning Worship on Sunday, January 27. 



GAUMC MISSION TRIP—FEBRUARY 3, 2008 
The GAUMC Mission Team will be leaving February 3 for 
Baldwin, Louisiana.  The team will be going to UMCOR Sager-
Brown distribution center to work and help assemble disaster 
kits.   
 
You are invited to donate items to be used for the kits and/or 
donate monetary gifts to purchase the items.  The deadline 
for donations is Sunday, January 27.   
 
If you wish to write a check, please make it payable to 
GAUMC with the memo for “mission supplies.”  Items do-
nated may be placed in the UMCOR box in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
 
Top Ten Most Needed Items: 
Terry Cloth Hand Towels  Baby Sweaters 
Toothpaste    Cloth Baby Diapers 
Metal Nail Files or Clippers  Ruled Paper 
Children’s Blunt Scissors  Baby Gowns or Sleepers 
Pencil Sharpeners   School Bags (as specified  
     on list) 

The Youth will leave for Little Rock after church Sunday, January 27, at 
11:45 for lunch and a movie. 
 
The following is the UMY Schedule and teachers for each Sunday.  Meetings 
on Sunday at 6pm unless otherwise noted. 
January 27—Little Rock (Lunch and Movie) 
February 3—No UMY 
February 10—Missy Wilson (teaching) 
February 17—(would you like to volunteer for this date?) 
February 24—Melinda Hopson 

CHILDREN’S COUNCIL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 3 

The Children’s Council will meet in 
the Chapel after Morning Worship 
on February 3.  Work areas will 
need to prepare their reports prior to 
the meeting that will cover late win-
ter, spring and early summer.  Our 
purpose is to coordinate existing 
programs and develop new ones.  
In addition to work areas, MEM-
BERSHIP IS OPEN to parents, 
Christian Education teachers and 
others interested in the children’s 
program. 

VOTING AT GAUMC 

Please remember that our 

Fellowship Hall will be used 

for voting all day on Tuesday, 

February 5. 

UMM REMINDER: 
We will not meet Thursday, February 7.  OUR FEBRUARY MEETING will be the Valentine Dinner 
on Thursday, February 14 at 7:00pm.  Have you registered to attend? 

BIBLE STUDY: “INVITATION TO JOHN” 

 
An eleven session short-term Disciple Bible Study entitled “Invitation to John” will be taught by the Pastor in 
the Fellowship Hall beginning Wednesday, February 13 at 10:30am.  Each Wednesday Session will last 1½ 
hours.  If interest warrants, the class will be repeated in a shorter version on Sunday mornings beginning Feb-
ruary 17 at a location to be arranged (the sanctuary is being remodeled and the Fellowship Hall is being used 
for worship).  The class will not meet Wednesday, March 19 (Holy Week) or Sunday, March 23 (Easter).  
The suggested donation for student books is $9 (not required).  PLEASE REGISTER by calling the Church 
Office and specifying if you are enrolling in the Wednesday or Sunday Class (673-6317).  REMEMBER:  

The Sunday class may not be offered.  YOU WILL NEED TO BEGIN YOUR PREPARATION FROM 

THE STUDENT BOOK ONE WEEK BEFORE THE FIRST CLASS SESSION as there are important 
daily assignments leading up to this first session.  Student books are available from the Church Office. 



EASTER 2008—The date for Easter 2008 (March 23) is the earliest it can possible be.  In the 250 
years between 1875-2124, Easter occurs that early only one other year—1913. 

VALENTINE DINNER FOR YOUR SWEETIE! 

The United Methodist Men will be sponsoring a Valentine Dinner in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday, Febru-

ary 14 at 7:00pm.  Make plans now to join the UMM in honoring those who enrich our lives so much.  There 

is no cost for the catered dinner, but reservations are required for the dinner and also for child care, which will 

be provided.  THERE WILL BE SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT THIS YEAR!!!  Please call the Church 

Office (673-6317) before noon on Thursday, February 7 OR YOU MAY MAKE YOUR RESERVATION 

JANUARY 20, 27 OR FEBRUARY 3 AT COFFEE TIME BY SIGNING FOR YOU AND YOUR 

GUEST (If you wish to bring a guest) ON THE REGISTRATION PAD next to the coffee carafes.  NOTE:  

If you need to cancel your reservations, please do so by noon on Thursday, February 7. 

FROM THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: 
Grand Avenue has benefited and is greatly 
benefiting from the generous gifts left in the wills 
of concerned person.  There is no time like the 
present to make out a will.  The best of intentions, 
the finest and fairest of plans, will have been 
made in vain if we have not left a valid will to 
direct the disposition of our estate.  We, as 
Christians, are blessed with the faith and 
revelation from God that through Christ death for 
us is a natural part of life and brings us into the 
nearer presence of God, who has created us and 
desires our everlasting joy and peace. 
 
Please consider (as others have and are) Grand 
Avenue in a will.  Help us to continue our 
presence and witness now and in the future.  A 
gift to our General Endowment Fund will be a gift 
that keeps on giving in perpetuity to the ministry of 
the Grand Avenue Church. 
 
For more information on how to remember Grand 
Avenue, please contact The United Methodist 
Foundation of Arkansas at 866-281-8914.  Thank 
you! 

HOW TO JOIN GRAND AVENUE 
If you reside in this community and are 
searching for a church home, we invite you to 
place your membership with us.  Those who 
are already baptized may unite during the 
closing hymn by coming to the front of the 
church or may schedule a time with the pastor 
to be received privately.  Those who are not 
yet baptized may schedule a time with the 
pastor to be received or may come forward 
during the closing hymn to announce their in-
tentions to be baptized and received later.  
We welcome all who want to share the Chris-
tian walk with us! 

THE SANCTUARY FOR LENT 2008 
“The Sanctuary for Lent 2008” is a devotional 
booklet (regular and large print) available from 
the Narthex table and the literature rack at the 
side entrance of the Sanctuary beginning 
Sunday, January 27.  The children will receive 
their Lenten materials during Christian Educa-
tion on Sunday, February 3.  Lent begins 
Wednesday, February 6, which is very, very 
early! 



LENTEN SUGGESTIONS FROM YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY 

Searching for a book to read during Lent? Here are a few suggestions from our Church Library that are currently on 

display and available from the library desk. 

Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses by Bruce Feiler (published in 

2001) and based on the recent PBS series. This book is easy to read and quickly draws the reader into the writer's 

fascinating experiences. 

Also available by Bruce Feiler is Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths published in 2002. 

Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham is currently available as is The Purpose Driven Life: 

What On Earth Am I Here For? by Rick Warren. 

Several beautifully illustrated books include The Story of Jesus by Reader's Digest, Prayers and Poems of 

Inspiration by Ideals and The Cross by Max Lucedo. 

In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later by Wolfgang E. Pax was republished in 1999 from the original 

book published in 1970. Your Pastor owns a copy of the original edition and read it while in high school. This 

beautifully illustrated book is accompanied with an interesting and informative text surrounding the life of 

Jesus, the locations where he lived and taught, and the shrines and churches associated with these historical 

sites. 
 
The Grand Avenue Church Library has many books similar to these that might interest you. The Library also 
owns a large collection of commentaries to help in understanding biblical texts and a selection of concordances 
to help locate biblical passages. Lent is an excellent time to experience what your library has to offer in 
assisting your spiritual formation. 

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 6 
 
Dear People of God:  The first Christians observed 
with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion 
and resurrection, and it became the custom of the 
Church to prepare for them by a season of 
penitence and fasting.  This season of Lent 
provided a time in which converts to the faith were 
prepared for Holy Baptism.  It was also a time 
when those who, because of notorious sins, had 
been separated from the body of the faithful were 
reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and 
restored to the fellowship of the Church.  Thereby, 
the whole congregation was put in mind of the 
message of pardon and absolution set forth in the 
Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all 
Christians continually have to renew their 
repentance and faith. 
 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to 
the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination 
and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; 
and by reading and meditating on God’s holy 
Word... 
            -The Book of Common Prayer 

QUESTIONS ABOUT LENT 
 
What is Lent? 
It is the liturgical season which begins Ash 
Wednesday and ends with Holy Saturday.  It consists 
of forty days (Sundays excluded), It is thought that the 
word “Lent” comes from the word “lengthen” since it 
occurs when the daylight hours are lengthening. 
 
How did Lent get started? 
In the Early Church, baptisms usually took place on 
Easter Eve.  A forty day period of final instructions 
and fasting for the candidates preceded the baptisms.  
The number related to Jesus’ forty days of meditation 
and fasting in the desert.  Eventually this preparatory 
period was extended to all Christians. 
 
What re the main themes of Lent? 
The Book of Common Prayer (pg. 264) stresses that it 
is a season of preparation to celebrate the death and 
resurrection of our Lord.  That preparation consists of 
penitence and fasting, prayer and self-denial, as well 
as reading and meditating on Scripture. 
-From “Ask Me About” by the Rev. Canon Warren E. 
Crews 



The “New Year” has come and gone, and 
with it many New Year’s resolutions.  Not 
surprisingly, the most popular resolution is 
to lose weight.  Other popular resolutions 
are to exercise more, stop smoking, spend 
more time with family and friends, and 

just enjoy life more.  We all want to look better, feel better, live longer and lead happy, productive lives.  But we often 
forget that God wants these things for us too.  Throughout the Bible, the body is referred to as a gift from God.  We are 
called to celebrate that gift, and cherish it. 
 
The Arkansas Conference of The United Methodist Church cares about the health and wellness of its clergy and laity, 
and approved the following 7th Vision Initiative at Annual Conference 2006. 
 

TO EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF SELF-CARE FOR CLERGY, STAFF AND LAITY AND TO FA-

CILITATE INTENTIONAL HEALTH MINISTRIES FOR BODY, MIND AND SPIRIT IN AND THROUGH 

OUR CHURCHES. 

 
To help our clergy, congregations and members realize this vision, the Conference has developed Holy Healthy UMC, a 
health and wellness resource that emphasizes health as a spiritual principle.  This online resource, available at 
www.holyhealthyumc.com, is designed to help Arkansas Methodists find the resources they need to improve their health 
and wellness, and to build effective health ministries in their local church.   
 
This year make your resolution to celebrate the gift of life that God has given you!  Take home the upcoming Sunday 
bulletin inserts and place it near your computer.  Then visit www.holyhealthumc.com for help on your journey to better 
health and wellness. 

St. James UMC—Little Rock  

Scrapbooking Mission 

 
The Shiprock mission team of St. James United 
Methodist Church in Little Rock will sponsor a 
Scrapbooking for Mission event on March 14-
15, in Jones Hall at the church.  There will be 
vendors, die cuts, a Swap Shop table, freebies, 
supper, lunch and snacks, and childcare (space 
available) for $35.  The hours are from 6-11pm 
Friday and 9-3pm on Saturday.  This will be a 
“how to” workshop plus other workshops.  Any 
interested persons are welcome but registration 
is required.  Proceeds are to help a VIM group 
get to Shiprock, New Mexico to work on the Na-
vajo reservation on September 27-October 4.  St. 
James is located at 321 Pleasant Valley Drive in 
Little rock.  To register, to get directions or for 
more information call Jenni Duncan at 501-217-
6708 or email jenni@stjames-umc.org.  You can 
mail your registration fee to her attention at St. 
James. 



SUMMER JOBS AT TANAKO 
Please help Tanako fill all the Summer Job Positions 
for 2008 with young Methodist adults from across the 
state.  If we hire someone from Grand Avenue, we 
will give your church one free campership to be used 
as you desire. 
 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE: 

Counselors: 
Male and Female at least 20 years old. 
 
Lifeguards: 
Male and Female High School Grad with current life-
guard credentials 
 
Kitchen Staff: 
Male and Female High School Grad 
 
Contact the Camp Office for details and to set up an 
interview. 
Camp Tanako  501-262-2600 
4301 Hwy 290            Hot Springs, AR 71913 

From the United Methodist Foundation of Arkan-
sas: 
 

Age Has It’s Privileges! 

• Cheaper movie tickets 

• Retire from your job 

• Earn more income on Charitable Gift Annui-
ties 

 
A charitable gift annuity provides you with fixed 
income for life, tax benefits and a way to leave a 
lasting gift to your church. The annuity rate is 
based on age, so the older you are, the higher your 
rate and income.  The United Methodist Founda-
tion of Arkansas provides free, personalized re-
views that include an explanation of the gift plan, 
charts, income projections, and tax deduction cal-
culations. These are available without a fee or obli-
gation from Janet Marshall at 501-664-8632 or toll
-free at 866-281-8914. Or email her at  
jmarshall@umfa.org. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Favorite Hymn 
January 11, 2008    by Dean McIntyre 
 
On April 3, 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr., flew to Memphis, Tennessee, in support of a strike for higher wages and bet-
ter working conditions by black sanitary public works employees.  That day he delivered his “I’ve Been to the Mountain-
top” speech, in which he talked about threats for his life.  He said: 
 
Like anybody, I would like to live a long life.  Longevity has its place.  But I’m not concerned about that now.  I just 
want to do God’s will.  And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain.  And I’ve looked over.  And I’ve seen the prom-
ised land.  I may not get there with you.  But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the promised 
land.  And I’m happy, tonight.  I’m not worried about anything.  I’m not fearing any man.  Mine eyes have seen the 
glory of the coming of the Lord. 
 
The next day, April 4, 1968, at 6:01 p.m., King was shot in the head while standing on the second floor balcony of the 
Lorraine Motel in Memphis, surrounded by friends and associates.  As he lay dying, he spoke his last words to his friend 
and musician Ben Branch, who was to perform at the event King was scheduled to attend that night.  King said, “Ben, 
make sure you play ‘Take My Hand, Precious Lord’ in the meeting tonight.  Play it real pretty” (Taylor Branch, At Ca-
naan’s Edge: America in the King Years, 1965-68; Simon & Schuster, 2006; p. 766). 
 
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” was written by Thomas A. Dorsey in 1932 following the death of his wife in childbirth 
and their baby shortly thereafter.  The song came to him as he was playing the tune MAITLAND (United Methodist 
Hymnal no. 424, “Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone”).  With some rhythmic alteration and melodic ornamentation of the 
MAITLAND tune, Dorsey’s version follows the original, with more substantive alterations of measures five and seven 
of the original.  Of Dorsey’s more than two hundred songs, “Precious Lord” is the best known and most sung. 
 
King’s funeral took place on April 9, 1968, at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, the church where both King and his 
father had served as co-pastors.  His good friend, singer Mahalia Jackson, sang “Precious Lord” at the funeral.  Her per-
formance was in the slow, emotionally expressive, quasi-recitative style that gives the singer the freedom to slide into 
and out of notes, add ornaments and grace notes, and extend note values according to the expression of the singer or the 
content of the text.  Later that same day, Jackson sang the song again at a service held at Morehouse College in Atlanta, 
Kind’s alma mater.  It was also sung by Aretha Franklin at Mahalia Jackson’s funeral in 1972 and by Leontyne Price at 
President Lyndon Johnson’s funeral in 1973. 



PRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LIST    

Claudia  Roebbeke;  Frances  Byers ;  Betty Oliphant;  Pete  Shirkey;  John Jackson;  Roland Endres;  

Holdyn Hoskyn;  Gert ie  Sanders ;  Sherry  Tuminel lo ;  Susan Freeze ;  Brayden Black;  Tammy Wilson; 

Ray Holsted;  Beth Ragan Adams;  Clarence Thomason;  Tim Walton;  Caroline Bull  Gal loway;  Joni 

Thomas;  Steve  Tranna;  Loma Essex;  Kel ly  Wil l iams;  Karen Aurel i ;  Regina Earlywine;   Rick 

Bednar ;  Randy Smith;  Del l  Bueker ;  Becki  Wilson;  Brian Hayes ;  The  fami ly of  El len  Southall  

especia l ly  for  Susan Reid;  The  fami ly  of  Margaret  Jerome Sampson espec ia l ly  for  Chuck Sampson; 

The  family of Diane Ray espec ia l ly for Jenifer  Bohanan;  The fami ly of Jeffrey  Lynn Fletcher 

especia l ly  for Gene  Fletcher;  The fami ly of Grace Jordon espec ia l ly  for  Cl io Clary;  Cathie Jones;  

El len  Southal l ;  Sylvia  Mil l s ;  Cl io  Clary ;  Al l  our  s ick  and shut- in;  Pres ident  George Bush; 

Congress and our Leaders ;  The  Leaders of our  Al l ies ;  Members  of  the  US, UK and Coal i t ion 

Armed Forces  and the ir  Famil ies;  The  fami l ies  of  those who made the ult imate sacr i f ice .  

FROM THE PASTOR 
 
A committed group of Age-Level, Family and Specialized-Ministries Coordinators met in the Church Library after Morn-
ing Worship this past Sunday to gain a clearer understanding about their respective positions and to envision programs 
enhancing our congregational life. The Book of Discipline says, "Each of the coordinators shall, under the guidance of 
the pastor or a representative from the employed professional staff and the chairperson of the Council on Ministries or 
Administrative Council, study the needs of the age group and the goals of the congregation's ministry and coordinate the 
planning and implementation of a unified and comprehensive ministry with the age group. Each coordinator shall serve 
as liaison with organizations, persons, and resources in and beyond the local church which relate to the particular age 
level. The coordinator shall represent on the Council on Ministries or Administrative Council the concerns of the age-
level organizations." 
 
There was a lively discussion and sharing of ideas at the meeting last Sunday. A very cheerful, delightful group! These 
dedicated leaders are a true blessing to Grand Avenue and will be visiting with some of you regarding program ideas that 
address social needs, spiritual needs and group specific needs, along with programs based on special interests. Our con-
gregational life can experience ongoing renewal through this type of planning and implementation of new ideas (even 
refreshing current programs). I am hopeful you will lend ideas and strong encouragement when you are contacted by any 
of these individuals. They deserve our support in planning, our help in implementing plans and, where possible, our par-
ticipation in what is being developed. True, not every new program will take root nor will every new program last. On the 
other hand, some new programs may become lasting while short-lived programs may satisfy current needs! 
 
Because of the willing and cheerful service of these coordinators, Grand Avenue can develop a stronger, more diverse 
congregational life while also reaching out to the community beyond our walls. We have a wonderful group of coordina-
tors! 
      ~George E. Rook 

PRAYER FOR THE GRAND AVENUE CHURCH 

 

Hear our prayer, most gracious God, for the people of Grand Avenue.  Grant us enquiring 
hearts and minds to seek your Truth and inspire us to do your will in all that we undertake.  
Open our hearts to the concerns of our neighbors that we may seek justice, care for the 
afflicted, feed the hungry and shelter the homeless.  May we be the instrument of your love and 
grace in this world.  Deliver us from pride, hypocrisy, divisions, and all evil and grant that in 
our lives and labors we may praise your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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MISSION TRIP 

February Ushers 
Joe Eagle* 

Donald McCauley 
Jack Coleman 
Billy Self 



Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 
803 S. Grand Ave. 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 

Non-Profit Org. 
Standard Rate Paid 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 
Address Service  
requested 
Permit No. 42 

GROUPS & GATHERINGS 
 
YOUTH:  The United Methodist Youth (grades 7-12) meets each Sunday at 6pm to 7pm in the 
    second floor Youth Wing.  
 
TWEENS:   The “Tweens” group (grades 5-6) meets in their room on the 3rd floor,  every Sunday at 
    6pm .(contact Lainie Hoskyn at 659-0089).  
 

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S MUSIC PROGRAM SCHEDULE: 
3:20-3:45pm — Music K through 2nd Grade 

       3:45pm — Snacks and activities K through 2nd Grade    
3:50-4:45pm — Music 3rd through 5th Grade 

GRAND AVENUE TRIVIA—Did you know?   
Reverend George Rook has been the pastor at Grand Avenue 

longer than any other since the beginning of the church. 


