November 12, 2008

INGATHERING—UMCOR MISSION OPPORTUNITY
The United Methodist Committee On Relief is in need of supplies. Relief items in bulk quanti-
ties are at the top of the needs list. The annual Arkansas Area Ingathering is November 15,
2008.

You are encouraged to contribute items in bulk quantities that are listed in the UMCOR Kkits list
posted around the church and available at the office. The supplies may be placed in the old
church office or in the box in the fellowship hall.

Also, monetary gifts may be donated to help purchase items that are included in the Kkits.
Checks may be written to GAUMC with a memo for UMCOR supplies.

Adult Hand Bell Reminder -- Full rehearsal Friday , November 14, at 6:00 over the Cantata
Parts. Please be on time and have your parts marked if needed. Please call Mr. Chuck if you
need any help at all.

The Arts Center of the Grand The last regularly scheduled meetings for 2008 are:
Prairie is pleased to announce Trustees (Mon, 11/17 at 7pm in the Church Office); Fi-
the up-coming Fall Concert of nance (Tues, 11/18 at 7pm in the Library); Administrative
the Community Choir of the Council (Tues, 11/18 at 7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall).
Grand Prairie. The choir will Please remember to bring your reports through the re-
be presenting music from mainder of 2008 and the beginning of 2009.

"South Pacific". The concert

will be November 17th at First

United Methodist Church Rehearsals for the Youth Christmas Pageant are under
starting at 7:00. Tickets are way. Recordings of the music are available from Mr.
$10.00 for adults and $5.00 Chuck. There will be no rehearsals this Sunday. We will
for children 12 and under. resume next Sunday, November 16 at 4:30.

The Third Wedensday

The second Third Wednesday went off without a hitch thanks to Joyce Roth and her suppor-
tive energetic crew! Candy and Rita prepared wonderful “age appropriate” desserts that were
enjoyed by all. The United Methodist Women never cease to amaze me in their willingness to
embarrass themselves publicly for the entertainment of the church. There is never a dull mo-
ment with you gals around! Thank you all for the wonderful night. For those of you that have
not joined us on the 3rd Wednesday, I highly recommend it.

We are very excited to announce that next months theme will be “Give Thanks” with a tradi-
tional holiday meal and a program presented by Hands for Him weekday children’s ministry.

. Judy Jacobs will be the
hostess this month with help from CeCe and Dora Lou. The cost is 3 dollars for adults, 2 dol-
lars for children, and 2 dollars for senior citizens ($10 maximum for immediate families). We
will start around 5:30. Please come join the fellowship even if you are going to be late. We
will serve until 6:45 and take outs will be available until the food runs out for the same prices.
Please sign up in the fellowship hall or call the church office. We still have openings for
cooks February 18th and April 15th. Dates available for eager program participants are Feb-
ruary 18th, March 18th and April 15th. Please see Abby Cress, Mikah Eagle, CeCe Black-
well, Jennifer Payton, or Elizabeth Hoskyn to sign up.



Urgent: Our current nursery attendant will be leaving at the end of this month and
we have already been unsuccessful in recruiting additional nursery attendants.

Please. . .please encourage individuals to submit their resumes to the Church Of-

fice. . . quickly. Thank you!

SPECIAL OFFERING
FOR
SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 16

MALARIA KILLS.

Send a net. Save a life.

3% NothingButNets.net

Malaria — What a Buzzkill!

Nothing But Nets is a global grassroots campaign to save lives by preventing malaria, a leading killer of
children in Africa. Malaria claims more than a million lives every year, mostly children. The good news is that
malaria can be prevented by sleeping under an insecticide-treated bed net. Bed nets are an important tool in
fighting malaria because they create a barrier against mosquitoes at night, when most transmission occurs.
Just one bed net can keep an entire family safe from malaria transmission for up to four years!

A $10 donation goes directly toward the purchase, distribution, and
education about the proper use of an insecticide-treated bed net. That
doesn't sound like much, right? And what's more, the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation will match each donation, net for net. Most people
in sub-Saharan Africa live on less than $1 a day and cannot afford a
life-saving bed net. The next time you have $10 in your pocket, how

will you use it?

Did you know...

e Every 30 seconds, a child dies in sub
-Saharan Africa because of malaria.

9 out of 10 deaths caused by malaria
occur in Africa.

You can do something about it!

By answering Jesus’ call to “minister to the least of these who are members of our family,” you can be a part
of the solution to beat this awful disease and save future generations.

Fore more information visit this site: www.NothingButNets.net or www.umc.org

Please make your check out to GAUMC and mark the memo corner “nets”.

The UMW Fall Bake Sale is Saturday, No-
vember 22 from 9-10:30am in the Fellowship
Hall. All church members are invited to bake

your best cookies, pies, cakes, rolls, candy,
casseroles, jellies, jams, etc. You may bring
your goodies between 4pm and 6pm on Fri-

day, November 21 for pricing or at 8am on
Saturday morning. Items remaining from the

bake sale will be available for purchase on

Sunday, November 23.

Our cluster Charge Conference with First
Church and Grand Avenue will be held in the
Grand Avenue Fellowship Hall on Sunday, No-
vember 23 at 2:30pm. All members of the Ad-
ministrative Council are members of the Charge
Conference. You are encouraged to attend.

United Methodist Student Day

is November 30. A special offering will be
received to help provide scholarships for United
Methodist and other accredited colleges.
Please designate the memo corner of your
check “Student.”




LOYALTY SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 23

God has richly blessed Grand Avenue and our church family. How delighted we are there has been one profession of
faith in 2008! Families continue to visit Grand Avenue and people continue to join. Grand Avenue is living and growing
into new and greater possibilities.

Faithful stewardship begins when you recognize all that you are and all that you have are gifts from God. The way you
live and the way you manage these gifts are your stewardship - your way of saying thanks to God. PROPORTIONAL
GIVING is giving back a large enough percentage of your income to remind you of the gratefulness you feel for the gifts
God has given you. The biblical practice is the tithe - ten percent minimum. Your “thank offering to God” also reflects joy
and gratitude for Grand Avenue as it pays for our common life together in worship and ministry.

Special stewardship packets, which you are encouraged to carefully examine, will be distributed on the Church lawn after
worship on November 16. While some of our families are unable to give as much as they would like, prayerfully consider
increasing your giving estimate to Grand Avenue by at least 1% of your household income. Then complete your
estimate of giving card and return it to Grand Avenue on or before November 23, which is Loyalty Sunday. Cards
returned on Loyalty Sunday may be placed in the collection plates. Thank you for your generosity!

Avg. 1% 3% 5% 7% 10% EXAMPLE - Your household income

Household is $80,000 and your current gift to

GAUMC is $800 (or 1%). To

$20,000 $200 $600 $1,000 $1,400 $2,000| increase your giving in 1%
$40,000 $400|  $1,200] $2000] $2,800] 4,000 'MCTEMENS:

2% -$1,600 3% - $2,400

$80,000 $800 $2,400 $4,000 $5,600 $8,000 4% - $3,200 5% - $4,000

$120,000 $1,200 $3,600 $6,000 $8,400 $12,000

$160,000 $1,600 $4,800 $8,000 $11,200 $16,000

From the United Methodist Foundation of Arkansas
A Special Giving Opportunity for Seniors: Take Advantage of IRA Transfer to United Methodist Charities

A provision in the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, enacted this month, creates a way for many United
Methodists in Arkansas to continue supporting the organizations they care about while also benefitting from tax savings.

You can distribute funds from your IRA to the United Methodist Foundation of Arkansas to create a new charitable fund,
make an addition to an existing fund, make a gift to the foundation’s Seminary Scholarship Endowment Fund, or instruct
the Foundation to forward your gift to your local church.

By extending the Charitable IRA provision, originally enacted for 2006 and 2007 only, the Stabilization Act created a short-
term window of opportunity during which people ages 70 2 and older can transfer IRA assets directly to charity. Previ-
ously, the donor had to pay taxes on the withdrawal, even if it was for the purpose of making a charitable gift. Thanks to
the new law, donors can now transfer cash from IRAs directly to a qualified public charity, like the United Methodist Foun-
dation of Arkansas, and the money is not included in the IRA owner’s income. Therefore, the amount withdrawn is not
taxed, and the full amount is preserved for charitable purposes.

“The provision ends on December 31, 2009, so donors must act quickly to take advantage of these tax benefits,” said
United Methodist Foundation of Arkansas President and CEO Jim Argue, Jr.

This option offers several benefits for individuals who have more invested in their IRAs than they need for daily living and
long-term care. First, transferring the IRA directly to a charity preserves the full value of the investment—nothing is lost to
taxes. Secondly, a charitable transfer protects heirs from unintended tax consequences. “For larger estates, a good por-
tion of IRA wealth goes to estate taxes and income taxes of beneficiaries,” Argue explained. “Experts estimate heirs may
receive less than 50 percent of IRA assets that pass through estates.”

Talk to your financial advisor about whether this limited-time opportunity is right for you. You'll need an IRA Distribution
Request Form from your IRA Custodian, and to complete the form, you'll need the foundation’s Tax ID #. Call the Founda-
tion at 501-664-8632, or toll free at 866-281-8914, or email Janet Marshall at jmarshall@umfa.org.




FRIDAY 11/28 FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY Students: Non-perishable
items such as cookies, fudge

Mave a Mappy Thanfisgiving! o coces ac o me 74

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY 11/27 AND  Care packages for College // ’\\

and may be left at the Church
Office. All items must be re-

ceived no later than Novem- ' %
ber 28. Please mark your \
packages “College Students.” e
If you would like to give a

cash contribution, please mark the
memo corner of your check “Care
Packages” and place your gift in the
offering plate. Thank you! &&=
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Advent Calendars will be distributed to the children
after the Children’s Sermon on Sunday, November
30. The first day to begin opening the doors of the
calendars is December 1. :
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YE OLDE CHRISTMASSE MADRIGAL FEAST (UDATED)

An evening of dining and medieval celebration, at UCA in Conway Friday Dec. 5, 2008,
7pm. Reservations which include your name and choice of meal (prime rib, chicken, or
mushroom vegetarian) can be made by contacting Howard Black at 673-3441 or
howard5511@yahoo.com no later than Sunday Nov. 16. Cost is $43. Make check payable
to Howard Black. Bus leaves parking lot at 4:45pm.
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The 52nd Annual Stuttgart Christmas Parade sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce is Tuesday, December 9 at 7pm. The 2008
theme is “Christmas Around the World” with the entry deadline be-
ing Monday, December 1. Entry forms are available from the
Church Office.

The November/December issue of “The Upper Room” contains
an order of worship for home advent wreaths. The service is

Advent Devotional Booklets (regular printed on pages 40-42. Copies of this publication are free of

and large print) are available in the
Narthex and from the table at the side
entrance of the sanctuary.

charge and are currently available in the sanctuary narthex, in the
rack on the back wall of the sanctuary and in the publication rack
near the side entrance of the sanctuary.




1
Roman Catholic devotional life incorporates the Angelus, which is a devotion in honor of the Incarnation observed three
times each day (early morning, noon and evening). “The Christian doctrine of the Incarnation affirms that the eternal
Son of God took human flesh from his human mother and that the historical Christ is at once fully God and fully
man” (The Oxford Dictionary Of The Christian Church). Perhaps you would like to observe a Protestant version each
day at noon during the season of Advent, which begins Sunday, November 30. You may do so by praying with heart
and soul the following prayer: “Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation of
your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought to the glory
of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.” (The Book of Common Prayer, 1971, page 240).

g % © A Special Note from Mr. Chuck

Our Youth Handbell group is going well. Imagine not knowing how to do something and then being told that in
four weeks you were going to do it. Our youth handbell group is full of energy and excited about rehearsals
and performing. We are learning first off and second have started working with some youth to ring three and
four bells. WOW !!

Christmas Youth Cantata

We have rehearsals the entire month from 4:30 - 5:00. We have shortened the November schedule to avoid
our youth involved in other programs to not have a long afternoon for handbells and tweens. A rehearsal
schedule is being sent to everyone this week to up date your calendars.

$h1& LRl O D> 1
(J{)G h aﬂk Y Ou, “Beatrice’s Goat”, a book telling the story of a Heifer-Project goat
and Avenue! sent to a Ugandan family, has been given in honor of Jim and Peggy

é&q\ Gingerich by Mildred Beverly

$ *(
We would like to make the children’s library an inviting and com-
fortable place for the children to come and grab a book and read. If
you would like to make a donation towards a bean bag or a fun nov-
elty chair, please contact Shelley Bardwell or Cindy Crum.

Thank you Grand Avenue family for all the
visits, calls, cards, food and especially your
prayers during my recent surgery and re-
covery. It certainly brightens my days to
know how much you care! All my prayers

and warm wishes go out to all the church ] ] i ]
family during this coming holiday season. Thank you for helping with the hayride, especially to Tom and Joyce

Sincerely, Roth, Cece Blackwell and Jennifer Payton and to Austin Hayes for
Aldora (and Clark) Roth lending us his truck, trailer and hay for the hayride! ~Cindy Crum

Isn’t the weather great? I just love this time of year. The leaves are displaying wondrous colors and the temperatures
are falling. Anyone who does not believe in God must be blind to all of the wonder that He surrounds with each year.
Faith is very important to everyone. Everyone has Faith in something or someone. The youth have been and will con-
tinue to talk about Faith, Love, Hope, and how these things apply to their everyday life. One of the best things about
our youth here at Grand Avenue is their incredible awareness of, and curiosity toward the Bible. Their ability to com-
prehend is a tribute to the type of church we have here. Be sure to come to Sunday school, get the children to Tweens,

Youth, or whatever other activity the church is providing. It is the best way to know that the next generation will have
the values that are necessary to lead the church and community forward. Also feel free to call or stop by the office to
talk or ask questions about what is being planned for the future here at Grand Avenue UMC!!

Austin Hayes




" ADVENT I (November 30 )
10:00am - Morning Worship
. 5:45pm - Hanging of the Greens Program &
A Chili Supper will be held following the
Hanging of the Greens.

ADVENT II (December 7)
10:00am - Morning Worship

ADVENT III (December 14)
10:00am - Morning Worship
Adult Cantata (during worship)

ADVENT IV (December 21)

10:00am - Morning Worship
4:30pm - Dress Rehearsal for Ch oﬁ
6:00pm - Children’s Chrlstmas

CHRISTMAS EVE
. 6:30pm - Christmas
Eve Candlelight

Communion

l
V




FROM THE PASTOR

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us...”

-Hebrews 12:1

The recent program for the United Methodist Men was provided by Jim Gingerich and was a DVD com-
piled from old movie films depicting school children, church congregations, Christmas parades and Stutt-
gart street scenes from the 1940’s and 50’s. I was deeply moved by members of our own congregation
leaving Morning Worship through the front doors of our church on a bright, warm, slightly windy Sunday
morning. This charming scene from another time was filmed by Pastor Roland Darrow, who designed our
present church building that was opened in 1941 only a few months before the beginning of World War II.
These people leaving Morning Worship are our spiritual ancestors in the faith at Grand Avenue. They are
our church family and we are their continuing church family!

A special spiritual legacy has been passed on to us by these faithful ones from decades ago. Some people
“get 1t” about who we are and what Grand Avenue stands for while others fail to grasp our great spiritual
heritage here at the corner of 7th and South Grand Avenue, but enough of us do “get it” that we live out
who we are in our congregational and daily life, and seek to pass on this great, living heritage to the gen-
erations that will come after us, knowing Stuttgart and the Kingdom of God would be the poorer without
our congregation. Our spiritual ancestors at Grand Avenue faced and triumphed over challenges at church,
home and work just as we do, and their lives and witness remain an encouragement for us to “run with per-
severance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the
right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1(b).2).

The clothes and cars of our spiritual ancestors were quite different from our own; nevertheless, they and
we are together the same people of God. If you haven’t quite “got it” about who we are and what Grand
Avenue stands for, I invite you to read and take to heart the summary of our congregation that is found on
the historical marker on the front lawn of our church. This is who we are. Are you one with us?

-George E. Rook

PRAYER LIST

Aldora Roth; Mary Louise Hartz; Clarence South; Claudia Roebbeke; Louie McKissack;
Vivian Howie; Stan Wilson; Hazel Riley; John Jackson; Joe Painter; Patsy Coose; Ray
Holsted; Beth Ragan Adams; Tim Walton; Stacey Fink; Harriet Boyd; Janita Hoskyn;
Esther Starks; Eleanor Suttle; Sherley Black; Shelby Crutchwell; In Irag—Brian Reynolds
& Daniel White; J.D. Gingerich (working with the Constitutional Committee in Kosovo);
The family of Margaret Trahan; Thanksgiving for the birth of Maxwell Isaac Fraser;
Cathie Jones; Sylvia Mills; Pete Shirkey; Clio Clary; All our sick and shut-in; President
George Bush; President-Elect Barack Obama; Congress and our Leaders; The Leaders of our
Allies;: Members of the US, UK and Coalition Armed Forces and their Families; The
families of those who made the ultimate sacrifice.



2008

M F S
1 World AIDS 2 3 4 5 6
Day Exercise Exercise
UMW 9:30am K-5 4:30pm 10am Bus Reserved
Luncheon PreK-5pm Singles Trip
11:30pm UMM
FH Handbells & 7pm FH Reserved
Choir 6 / 7pm Easter Seals
Poinsettia
Deadline
7 Children’s 8 9 10 1 12 13
Home Offering Exercise K-5 4:30pm Exercise
Circle 2 9:30am PreK-5pm 10am
10:30am FH
Stuttgart Circle 1
Circle 3 Christmas FH 5:30pm Grand Needlers
7:30pm Parade 6pm
Handbells &
Choir 6 / 7pm
14 Children’s 15 16 17 18 19 20
Home Offering Exercise K-5 4:30pm Exercise
9:30am PreK-5pm 10am
Christmas Handbells & Bus Reserved
Cantata Choir 6 / 7pm Pathfinders
21 22 23
Exercise
Singles Bus Reserved 9:30am
Luncheon Let's Go
Caroling!
Children’s
Christmas
Program 6pm
28 29 30 USHERS FOR DECEMBER
Take home

poinsettias after
worship.

Jerry Burkett*
Clark Roth
Dale Tull
Bob Crum
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GROUPS & GATHERINGS

YOUTH: The United Methodist Youth (grades 7-12) meets each Sunday at 6pm to 7pm in the second
floor Youth Wing. (contact Austin Hayes 673-6317).

TWEENS.: The “Tweens” group (grades 5-6) meets in their room on the 3rd floor, every Sunday at 6pm .
(contact Lainie Hoskyn at 659-0089).

CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS: Grades 5-7 meet in the choir room every Sunday at 5pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317)

HANDS FOR HIM: Wednesday Music Program for Children: Grades K-6 meet at 4:30pm and Pre-K will
meet at 5pm. Contact Chuck Law (673-6317) or Lainie Hoskyn (659-0089).

THE 3rd WEDNESDAY: Adults $3 - Children $2 - Seniors $2 - Fun, food & fellowship every third
Wednesday. Program starts at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. RSVP - 673-6317

HANDBELL CHOIR: Meets every Wednesday at 6pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317).

ADULT CHOIR: Meets every Wednesday at 7pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317).

EXERSICE: Meets every Tuesday at 9:30am in the FH; and every Thursday at 10am in the FH.

Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly. Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.



