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Staff 
 

George E. Rook 
Pastor 

 
Chuck Law 
Director  of  

Music Ministries 
 

Austin Hayes 
Director of Children, 

Tweens & Youth Ministries 
 

Wanda Mayfield 
Organist 

 
Heather Sanders 

Secretary 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

9:00am 
Sunday School* 

 
9:45am 

Fellowship 
 

10:00am 
Worship 

 
*Child Care Provided 

 
 

Contact Us 
 

Phone Number 
870-673-6317 

 
Fax Number 
870-673-3697 

 
Email 

gaumc@centurytel.net 
 

Website 
www.gaumc.com 

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    
Loren Bohanan 
Jessi Shelton 

 

MarchMarchMarchMarch    
Wrana Harriman 

Whitney Tull 

A special offering will be received this Sunday. February 22,  for “Catch the Vision,” which is 

a program to establish or redevelop churches in the Arkansas Conference.  Please make your 

check to GAUMC and designate the memo corner “Catch the Vision.” Offering envelopes 

were enclosed in advance last Sunday and more can be found on the table in the Narthex. 

This Sunday is also “ICCM” (Food Bank) Sunday.  Gifts of nonperishable food may be left 

in the basket by the cabinet at the side entrance of the sanctuary.  Please make checks to 

“GAUMC” and designate the memo corner “ICCM.” 

 

ATTENTION!  Anyone interested in helping work the ICCM Food Bank for March on Mon-

days, Wednesdays and Fridays from 12-1pm, please contact Tom or Joyce Roth at 673-3398.  

Help is always needed! 

The March/April issue of “The Upper Room” (regular and large print) is now avail-

able free of charge from the narthex, the literature rack on the back wall of the sanc-

tuary and the literature rack at the side entrance of the sanctuary. 

MARCH 8, 2009 
 
Remember to 
set your clocks 
ahead one hour 
Saturday night! 

The New Member Potluck Luncheon will be in the 
Fellowship Hall after Morning Worship on Sun-
day, March 1.  All new members, as well as visi-
tors, are our guests and need not bring a dish. 

        Dear Grand Avenue Church, 
Thank you for the gift box of snacks  

during my finals.  They came in handy 
while my roommate and I were up  

studying late at night.  I appreciate my  
church family thinking of me during 
this stressful time!  Thanks again, 

Rachel Erwin 

Important dates: 
New Member Luncheon - 3/1 

UMM - 7pm - FH - 3/5 
World Day of Prayer - 3/6 

One Great Hour of Sharing - 3/8 
Youth Sunday - 3/15 
Singles Lunch - 3/15 

Trustees - 7pm - Office - 3/16 
Finance - 7pm - Library - 3/17 

Ad. Council - 7:30pm - FH - 3/17 
ICCM - 3/29 

Vacation Church School Dates:  Friday, July 31 from 5:30 to 8pm and Saturday, August 
1 from 9am to 3pm.  More information to follow in upcoming newsletters and bulletins! 



MARDI GRAS PARTY MARDI GRAS PARTY 
FOR KIDS!FOR KIDS!  

We will have a play day in the church/fellowship hall for the children of all ages on 

Saturday, February 21, 2009 from 10:00am to 3:00pm.  We will have donuts waiting 

on them and will feed a light lunch with snacks as needed.  The day will be filled with 

fun and games and exploring the wonders of the church.  Mardi Gras will be the 

theme, and we will have Mardi Gras activities and crafts. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

Contact Cindy Crum for more information. 672-9822 

If you have ever thought of some things our Church 
Kitchen might need or could use updating or anything, we 
now have a list located in the kitchen and on the bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall.  Please don’t hesitate to 
add your suggestions and ideas!     THANK YOU! 

Are you considering a Graduate School?  Have you though about seminary?  Would you like to teach Religion or be a 
Chaplain or a pastor?  Come to Hulen Ballroom at Hendrix College in Conway on Wednesday, February 25 between 
11:30am - 1pm.  Visit with representatives or get information from ten different seminaries.  Eight seminaries will 
have representatives on campus while two seminaries will have information available.  Make individual appointments 
from 1-5pm with specific seminaries.  Join all of them for a reception in Mills Library from 7:30-8:30pm.  

ATTENTION OLDER ADULTS OF GRAND AVENUE!   

 
Please come for lunch, Monday, February 23 at 12pm in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are 
still a working older adult, we will have it ready and get you back to work on time.  
Bring a friend!  Please RSVP as we need a count for lunch, if for any reason you can’t 
call, just come on by and enjoy!  Social Director - Dora Lou Hoskyn 673-6478; Aldora 
Roth 673-7159; Church Office 6736317. 



LENTEN SUGGESTIONS FROM YOUR CHURCH LIBRARLENTEN SUGGESTIONS FROM YOUR CHURCH LIBRARLENTEN SUGGESTIONS FROM YOUR CHURCH LIBRARLENTEN SUGGESTIONS FROM YOUR CHURCH LIBRARYYYY    

Searching for a book to read during Lent? Here are a few suggestions from our Church Library that are currently on display and available 
from the library desk. 

Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses by Bruce Feiler (published in 2001) and based on the recent 
PBS series. This book is easy to read and quickly draws the reader into the writer's fascinating experiences. 

Also available by Bruce Feiler is Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths published in 2002. 

Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham is currently available as is The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here 
For? For? For? For? by Rick Warren. 

Several beautifully illustrated books include The Story of of of of Jesus by Reader's Digest, Prayers and Poems of Inspiration Prayers and Poems of Inspiration Prayers and Poems of Inspiration Prayers and Poems of Inspiration by Ideals and 
The Cross by Max Lucedo. 

In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later by Wolfgang E. Pax was republished in 1999 from the original book published in 
1970. Your Pastor owns a copy of the original edition and read it while in high school. This beautifully illustrated book is 
accompanied with an interesting and informative text surrounding the life of Jesus, the locations where he lived and taught, and the 
shrines and churches associated with these historical sites. 
 
The Grand Avenue Church Library has many books similar to these that might interest you. The Library also owns a large collection 
of commentaries to help in understanding biblical texts and a selection of concordances to help locate biblical passages. Lent is an 
excellent time to experience what your library has to offer in assisting your spiritual formation. 

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25    
 
Dear People of God:  The first Christians observed with great 
devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and 
it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a 
season of penitence and fasting.  This season of Lent 
provided a time in which converts to the faith were prepared 
for Holy Baptism.  It was also a time when those who, 
because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body 
of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, 
and restored to the fellowship of the Church.  Thereby, the 
whole congregation was put in mind of the message of 
pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, 
and of the need which all Christians continually have to renew 
their repentance and faith. 
 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 
observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and 
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading 
and meditating on God’s holy Word... 
            -The Book of Common Prayer 

QUESTIONS ABOUT LENTQUESTIONS ABOUT LENTQUESTIONS ABOUT LENTQUESTIONS ABOUT LENT    
    
What is Lent?What is Lent?What is Lent?What is Lent?    
It is the liturgical season which begins Ash Wednesday and ends 
with Holy Saturday.  It consists of forty days (Sundays excluded), 
It is thought that the word “Lent” comes from the word 
“lengthen” since it occurs when the daylight hours are 
lengthening. 
 
How did Lent get started?How did Lent get started?How did Lent get started?How did Lent get started?    
In the Early Church, baptisms usually took place on Easter Eve.  
A forty day period of final instructions and fasting for the 
candidates preceded the baptisms.  The number related to Jesus’ 
forty days of meditation and fasting in the desert.  Eventually this 
preparatory period was extended to all Christians. 
 
What re the main themes of Lent?What re the main themes of Lent?What re the main themes of Lent?What re the main themes of Lent?    
The Book of Common Prayer (pg. 264) stresses that it is a 
season of preparation to celebrate the death and resurrection of 
our Lord.  That preparation consists of penitence and fasting, 
prayer and self-denial, as well as reading and meditating on 

“The Sanctuary for Lent 2009,” a Lenten devotional booklet is available free of charge in regular and large print from the narthex 
and the table at the side entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
The children will receive their Lenten activity booklets and posters after the Children’s Sermon next Sunday, February 22. 



Baptism and Confirmation 
 
If you were able to pick up a copy of The United Methodist Hymnal and turned to page 32, you would 
read what The United Methodist Church believes regarding baptism.  This would lead you to the Baptis-
mal Covenants practiced in worship at Untied Methodist churches.  Every one of these covenants state: 
 

Through the Sacrament of Baptism 
   we are initiated into Christ’s holy church. 
We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation 
  and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 
All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price. 
   (The United Methodist Hymnal, page 33) 

 
Our liturgy puts us squarely in the tradition of John Wesley.  We believe that baptism is the sacrament 
that claims us as God’s own.  Confirmation does not complete baptism.  Baptism is God’s act; it is com-
plete in itself. 
 
Then what is confirmation?  It is an act of the Holy Spirit, working in and through the church.  The Spirit 
leads each person to make a profession of faith.  The Spirit then empowers each person to live as faith-
ful disciples of Jesus Christ.  For those who have been baptized or who come to reaffirm their faith in 
Jesus Christ, the covenant states: 
 

Through Confirmation, 
   and through the reaffirmation of our faith, 
   We renew the covenant declared at our baptism, 
   acknowledge what God is doing for us, 
   and affirm our commitment to Christ’s holy church. 
   (“Baptismal Covenant I,” The United Methodist Hymnal, page 33) 

 
When our children who have been baptized come forward to be confirmed, the ritual begins by remind-
ing us of the covenant made at baptism.  We are not re-baptized, but we are reminded again of God’s 
claim on us as children of God. 
 
Part of the gift given to United Methodists through the writings of John Wesley is a view of the impor-
tance of grace in our lives.  It is our belief in God’s grace - what Wesley call “prevenient,” meaning that 
is was present in our lives even before we are able to recognize it - that affirms for us God’s presence 
through the Holy Spirit in the lives of our children.  It is the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of our children 
that leads our youth toward faith in God and Jesus Christ. 
 
Confirmation does not impart the gift of the Holy Spirit; the Spirit has already been given and received 
and is at work in our lives.  At confirmation the pastor leads the congregation in this prayer: 
 

The Holy Spirit work within you, 
that having been born through water and the Spirit, 
you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. 
   (“Baptismal Covenant I,” The United Methodist Hymnal, page 37) 

 
It is the same prayer given at baptism.  It acknowledges that all of us are surrounded by God’s grace 
and have as friend and encourager the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

”Questions Parents Ask About Confirmation - A Handbook,” pp. 25,26  
(Available from Cokesbury at $5.50 a copy plus tax and shipping). 



PRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LIST    
Tommy Jackson;  Dot  Renner; Paul  Blackwel l ;  Bi l ly  Sel f ;  Velma Pat terson;  Jess ie Cheek; C laudia 
Roebbeke; Lou ie  McKissack;  Viv ian Howie;  Stan Wilson;  Hazel  R i ley;  John Jackson;  Joe Pa inter ;   Ray 
Hols ted;  Shelby  Churchwel l ;  Ger t ie  Sanders ; Tim Walton;  Stacey Fink;  Harr iet  Boyd; Jan i ta Hoskyn; 
E leanor Sutt le ;  Sher ley Black; R ick Bednar ; Hol l ie Blake; Cath ie Jones; Sy lv ia Mi l ls ;  Pete  Shirkey; Al l  
our  s ick and shut- in;  Pres ident  Barack Obama; Congress and our  Leaders;  The Leaders  of  our  Al l ies;  
Members of  the US, UK and Coal i t ion Armed Forces and their  Fami l ies ;  The fami l ies  of  those who 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 
While the Bible is often read for scholarly study, “Lectio Divina” is a meditative, prayerful reading of scripture for the 
purpose of devotion.  It is a reading of scripture with one’s heart assisted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and usu-
ally involves four stages: 1). The first step is “reading” (lectio).  This step is reading for understanding and asks, “What 
does the text say?”  In order to understand what the text says, this step identifies the context of the scripture, words 
that stand out and the message the writer intended to convey to the people being addressed.  2). The second step is 
“meditation” (meditatio).  This step asks, “What do these word say to me?”  This step slowly and carefully reflects on 
the words over and over again.  3). The third step is “prayer” (oratio).  This step asks, “What do we way to God in re-
sponse to the text?”  Our hearts have been stirred by meditating on the text, God has spoken to us through the words 
and now, what do we say to God?  4). The final step is “contemplation” (contemplatio).  This step asks, “What is God 
saying to us?”  Here, we move beyond words and thought to simply rest in God and let his love transform us. 
 
Lectio Divina begins with a careful consideration of scripture and ends with what has been called a “wordless enjoyment 
of God.”  It fosters a dialogue with God that ends with an act consecrating ourselves to God.  Yes, sacred reading 
takes time; therefore, we make as much time as possible for this avenue of spiritual formation.  We even prepare our-
selves by selecting a passage ahead of time, by setting aside a regular time for reading, by choosing an appropriate 
place to pray where we won’t be disturbed and by allowing some prayerful minutes of transition into a prayerful state. 
 
Would you like to try Lectio Devina this Lent?  I have selected passages for us to use as a church family and I invite you 
to join with me in this program of spiritual formation.  Remember: it is up to you to find the time and the place for 
reading, meditating, praying and contemplating.  The scriptures I have selected for us are: 
 
Week I - (February 25-28): St. Matthew 5:6 (“righteousness” refers to holy living - a life right with God). 
 
Week II - (March 1-7):  St. Mark 12:28-31 
 
Week III - (March 8-14): St. Matthew 7:12 
 
Week IV - (March 15-21): I Corinthians 13 
 
Week V - (March 22-28): St. Matthew 6:10(b) 
 
Week VI - (March 29-April 4): St. John 14:15; St. John 15:12 
 
Holy Week - (April 5-11): Philippians 2:5 
 
Easter Week - (April 12-18): St. John 20:11-16 (You are seeking Jesus; Jesus calls you by name.) 
                  ~George E. Rook 



CAMP TANAKO 2009 
Camps and Events 

CAMP TANAKO 
4301 HWY 290 

HOT SPRINGS, AR  71913 
(501) 262-2600 
info@tanako.org 

CAMPS      DATES    GRADES 
 
Family Camp      April  17 - 18    (For children ages 4-10 
                and their parents) 
 
Fishing Camp      June 5 - 7    3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
 
Middle Elementary I     June 15 - 18    3, 4 
 
Younger Elementary Extravaganza   June 22 - 24    1, 2 
(Y.E.E.!) 
 
Golf Camp      June 22 - 24    7, 8, 9, 10 ,11, 12 
 
Senior High      June 29 - July 3   9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Junior High I      July 6 - 10    7, 8, 9 
 
Older Elementary I     July 13 - 17    5, 6 
 
Middle Elementary II     July 17 - 19    3, 4  
 
Junior High II      July 20 - 24    7, 8, 9 
 
Older Elementary II     July 27 - 31    5, 6 

Choose the camp according to the school grade the camper will be entering in the Fall of 2009. 

Check out the new Tanako Posters 

placed around the church! 4 of our 

youth are pictured in them! Can 

you find...  Corey Mooney; Addison 

Melson;  Whitney Melson &   

Evan Jacobs? 

TANAKO APPLICATIONS ARE HERE!  STOP BY 
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND PICK ONE UP! 
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Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 
803 S. Grand Ave. 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 

Non-Profit Org. 

Standard Rate Paid 

Stuttgart, AR 72160 
Address Service  
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Permit No. 42 

GROUPS & GATHERINGSGROUPS & GATHERINGSGROUPS & GATHERINGSGROUPS & GATHERINGS 
  
YOUTH:YOUTH:YOUTH:YOUTH:    The United Methodist Youth (grades 7-12) meets each Sunday at 6pm to 7pm in the second 
    floor Youth Wing. (contact Austin Hayes 673-6317). 
  
TWEENS:TWEENS:TWEENS:TWEENS: The “Tweens” group (grades 5-6) meets in their room on the 3rd floor, every Sunday at 6pm .
    (contact Lainie Hoskyn at 659-0089). 
    
CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS:CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS:CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS:CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS:                Grades 5-7 meet in the choir room every Sunday at 5pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317) 
 
HANDS FOR HIM:HANDS FOR HIM:HANDS FOR HIM:HANDS FOR HIM:    Wednesday Music Program for Children:  Grades K-6 meet at 4:30pm and Pre-K will 
     meet at 5pm.  Contact Chuck Law (673-6317) or Elizabeth Hoskyn (673-0079). 
 
THE 3rd WEDNESDAY:THE 3rd WEDNESDAY:THE 3rd WEDNESDAY:THE 3rd WEDNESDAY:    Adults $3 - Children $2 - Seniors $2 - Fun, food & fellowship every third  
      Wednesday.  Program starts at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  RSVP - 673-6317 
 
HANDBELL CHOIR:HANDBELL CHOIR:HANDBELL CHOIR:HANDBELL CHOIR: Meets every Wednesday at 6pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317). 
 
ADULT CHOIR:ADULT CHOIR:ADULT CHOIR:ADULT CHOIR: Meets every Wednesday at 7pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317). 
 
EXERSICE:EXERSICE:EXERSICE:EXERSICE: Meets every Tuesday at 9:30am in the FH; and every Thursday at 10am in the FH. 
 

Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly.  Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly.  Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly.  Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly.  Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.    
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A special offering will be received this Sunday. February 22,  for “Catch the Vision,” which is 

a program to establish or redevelop churches in the Arkansas Conference.  Please make your 

check to GAUMC and designate the memo corner “Catch the Vision.” Offering envelopes 

were enclosed in advance last Sunday and more can be found on the table in the Narthex. 

This Sunday is also “ICCM” (Food Bank) Sunday.  Gifts of nonperishable food may be left 

in the basket by the cabinet at the side entrance of the sanctuary.  Please make checks to 

“GAUMC” and designate the memo corner “ICCM.” 

 

ATTENTION!  Anyone interested in helping work the ICCM Food Bank for March on Mon-

days, Wednesdays and Fridays from 12-1pm, please contact Tom or Joyce Roth at 673-3398.  

Help is always needed! 

The March/April issue of “The Upper Room” (regular and large print) is now avail-

able free of charge from the narthex, the literature rack on the back wall of the sanc-

tuary and the literature rack at the side entrance of the sanctuary. 

MARCH 8, 2009 
 
Remember to 
set your clocks 
ahead one hour 
Saturday night! 

The New Member Potluck Luncheon will be in the 
Fellowship Hall after Morning Worship on Sun-
day, March 1.  All new members, as well as visi-
tors, are our guests and need not bring a dish. 

        Dear Grand Avenue Church, 
Thank you for the gift box of snacks  

during my finals.  They came in handy 
while my roommate and I were up  

studying late at night.  I appreciate my  
church family thinking of me during 
this stressful time!  Thanks again, 

Rachel Erwin 

Important dates: 
New Member Luncheon - 3/1 

UMM - 7pm - FH - 3/5 
World Day of Prayer - 3/6 

One Great Hour of Sharing - 3/8 
Youth Sunday - 3/15 
Singles Lunch - 3/15 

Trustees - 7pm - Office - 3/16 
Finance - 7pm - Library - 3/17 

Ad. Council - 7:30pm - FH - 3/17 
ICCM - 3/29 

Vacation Church School Dates:  Friday, July 31 from 5:30 to 8pm and Saturday, August 
1 from 9am to 3pm.  More information to follow in upcoming newsletters and bulletins! 



MARDI GRAS PARTY MARDI GRAS PARTY 
FOR KIDS!FOR KIDS!  

We will have a play day in the church/fellowship hall for the children of all ages on 

Saturday, February 21, 2009 from 10:00am to 3:00pm.  We will have donuts waiting 

on them and will feed a light lunch with snacks as needed.  The day will be filled with 

fun and games and exploring the wonders of the church.  Mardi Gras will be the 

theme, and we will have Mardi Gras activities and crafts. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

Contact Cindy Crum for more information. 672-9822 

If you have ever thought of some things our Church 
Kitchen might need or could use updating or anything, we 
now have a list located in the kitchen and on the bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall.  Please don’t hesitate to 
add your suggestions and ideas!     THANK YOU! 

Are you considering a Graduate School?  Have you though about seminary?  Would you like to teach Religion or be a 
Chaplain or a pastor?  Come to Hulen Ballroom at Hendrix College in Conway on Wednesday, February 25 between 
11:30am - 1pm.  Visit with representatives or get information from ten different seminaries.  Eight seminaries will 
have representatives on campus while two seminaries will have information available.  Make individual appointments 
from 1-5pm with specific seminaries.  Join all of them for a reception in Mills Library from 7:30-8:30pm.  

ATTENTION OLDER ADULTS OF GRAND AVENUE!   

 
Please come for lunch, Monday, February 23 at 12pm in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are 
still a working older adult, we will have it ready and get you back to work on time.  
Bring a friend!  Please RSVP as we need a count for lunch, if for any reason you can’t 
call, just come on by and enjoy!  Social Director - Dora Lou Hoskyn 673-6478; Aldora 
Roth 673-7159; Church Office 6736317. 
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from the library desk. 

Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses Walking The Bible: A Journey By Land Through The Five Books Of Moses by Bruce Feiler (published in 2001) and based on the recent 
PBS series. This book is easy to read and quickly draws the reader into the writer's fascinating experiences. 

Also available by Bruce Feiler is Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths published in 2002. 

Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham is currently available as is The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here 
For? For? For? For? by Rick Warren. 

Several beautifully illustrated books include The Story of of of of Jesus by Reader's Digest, Prayers and Poems of Inspiration Prayers and Poems of Inspiration Prayers and Poems of Inspiration Prayers and Poems of Inspiration by Ideals and 
The Cross by Max Lucedo. 

In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later In The Footsteps of Jesus: 2000 Years Later by Wolfgang E. Pax was republished in 1999 from the original book published in 
1970. Your Pastor owns a copy of the original edition and read it while in high school. This beautifully illustrated book is 
accompanied with an interesting and informative text surrounding the life of Jesus, the locations where he lived and taught, and the 
shrines and churches associated with these historical sites. 
 
The Grand Avenue Church Library has many books similar to these that might interest you. The Library also owns a large collection 
of commentaries to help in understanding biblical texts and a selection of concordances to help locate biblical passages. Lent is an 
excellent time to experience what your library has to offer in assisting your spiritual formation. 

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 25    
 
Dear People of God:  The first Christians observed with great 
devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and 
it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a 
season of penitence and fasting.  This season of Lent 
provided a time in which converts to the faith were prepared 
for Holy Baptism.  It was also a time when those who, 
because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body 
of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, 
and restored to the fellowship of the Church.  Thereby, the 
whole congregation was put in mind of the message of 
pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, 
and of the need which all Christians continually have to renew 
their repentance and faith. 
 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 
observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and 
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading 
and meditating on God’s holy Word... 
            -The Book of Common Prayer 

QUESTIONS ABOUT LENTQUESTIONS ABOUT LENTQUESTIONS ABOUT LENTQUESTIONS ABOUT LENT    
    
What is Lent?What is Lent?What is Lent?What is Lent?    
It is the liturgical season which begins Ash Wednesday and ends 
with Holy Saturday.  It consists of forty days (Sundays excluded), 
It is thought that the word “Lent” comes from the word 
“lengthen” since it occurs when the daylight hours are 
lengthening. 
 
How did Lent get started?How did Lent get started?How did Lent get started?How did Lent get started?    
In the Early Church, baptisms usually took place on Easter Eve.  
A forty day period of final instructions and fasting for the 
candidates preceded the baptisms.  The number related to Jesus’ 
forty days of meditation and fasting in the desert.  Eventually this 
preparatory period was extended to all Christians. 
 
What re the main themes of Lent?What re the main themes of Lent?What re the main themes of Lent?What re the main themes of Lent?    
The Book of Common Prayer (pg. 264) stresses that it is a 
season of preparation to celebrate the death and resurrection of 
our Lord.  That preparation consists of penitence and fasting, 
prayer and self-denial, as well as reading and meditating on 

“The Sanctuary for Lent 2009,” a Lenten devotional booklet is available free of charge in regular and large print from the narthex 
and the table at the side entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
The children will receive their Lenten activity booklets and posters after the Children’s Sermon next Sunday, February 22. 



Baptism and Confirmation 
 
If you were able to pick up a copy of The United Methodist Hymnal and turned to page 32, you would 
read what The United Methodist Church believes regarding baptism.  This would lead you to the Baptis-
mal Covenants practiced in worship at Untied Methodist churches.  Every one of these covenants state: 
 

Through the Sacrament of Baptism 
   we are initiated into Christ’s holy church. 
We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation 
  and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 
All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price. 
   (The United Methodist Hymnal, page 33) 

 
Our liturgy puts us squarely in the tradition of John Wesley.  We believe that baptism is the sacrament 
that claims us as God’s own.  Confirmation does not complete baptism.  Baptism is God’s act; it is com-
plete in itself. 
 
Then what is confirmation?  It is an act of the Holy Spirit, working in and through the church.  The Spirit 
leads each person to make a profession of faith.  The Spirit then empowers each person to live as faith-
ful disciples of Jesus Christ.  For those who have been baptized or who come to reaffirm their faith in 
Jesus Christ, the covenant states: 
 

Through Confirmation, 
   and through the reaffirmation of our faith, 
   We renew the covenant declared at our baptism, 
   acknowledge what God is doing for us, 
   and affirm our commitment to Christ’s holy church. 
   (“Baptismal Covenant I,” The United Methodist Hymnal, page 33) 

 
When our children who have been baptized come forward to be confirmed, the ritual begins by remind-
ing us of the covenant made at baptism.  We are not re-baptized, but we are reminded again of God’s 
claim on us as children of God. 
 
Part of the gift given to United Methodists through the writings of John Wesley is a view of the impor-
tance of grace in our lives.  It is our belief in God’s grace - what Wesley call “prevenient,” meaning that 
is was present in our lives even before we are able to recognize it - that affirms for us God’s presence 
through the Holy Spirit in the lives of our children.  It is the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of our children 
that leads our youth toward faith in God and Jesus Christ. 
 
Confirmation does not impart the gift of the Holy Spirit; the Spirit has already been given and received 
and is at work in our lives.  At confirmation the pastor leads the congregation in this prayer: 
 

The Holy Spirit work within you, 
that having been born through water and the Spirit, 
you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. 
   (“Baptismal Covenant I,” The United Methodist Hymnal, page 37) 

 
It is the same prayer given at baptism.  It acknowledges that all of us are surrounded by God’s grace 
and have as friend and encourager the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

”Questions Parents Ask About Confirmation - A Handbook,” pp. 25,26  
(Available from Cokesbury at $5.50 a copy plus tax and shipping). 



PRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LIST    
Tommy Jackson;  Dot  Renner; Paul  Blackwel l ;  Bi l ly  Sel f ;  Velma Pat terson;  Jess ie Cheek; C laudia 
Roebbeke; Lou ie  McKissack;  Viv ian Howie;  Stan Wilson;  Hazel  R i ley;  John Jackson;  Joe Pa inter ;   Ray 
Hols ted;  Shelby  Churchwel l ;  Ger t ie  Sanders ;  Tim Walton;  Stacey Fink;  Harr iet  Boyd; Jan i ta Hoskyn; 
E leanor Sutt le ;  Sher ley Black; R ick Bednar ; Hol l ie Blake; Cath ie Jones; Sy lv ia Mi l ls ;  Pete  Shirkey; Al l  
our  s ick and shut- in;  Pres ident  Barack Obama; Congress and our  Leaders;  The Leaders  of  our  Al l ies;  
Members of  the US, UK and Coal i t ion Armed Forces and their  Fami l ies ;  The fami l ies  of  those who 
made the ul t imate sacr i f i ce.    

FROM THE PASTOR 
 
While the Bible is often read for scholarly study, “Lectio Divina” is a meditative, prayerful reading of scripture for the 
purpose of devotion.  It is a reading of scripture with one’s heart assisted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and usu-
ally involves four stages: 1). The first step is “reading” (lectio).  This step is reading for understanding and asks, “What 
does the text say?”  In order to understand what the text says, this step identifies the context of the scripture, words 
that stand out and the message the writer intended to convey to the people being addressed.  2). The second step is 
“meditation” (meditatio).  This step asks, “What do these word say to me?”  This step slowly and carefully reflects on 
the words over and over again.  3). The third step is “prayer” (oratio).  This step asks, “What do we way to God in re-
sponse to the text?”  Our hearts have been stirred by meditating on the text, God has spoken to us through the words 
and now, what do we say to God?  4). The final step is “contemplation” (contemplatio).  This step asks, “What is God 
saying to us?”  Here, we move beyond words and thought to simply rest in God and let his love transform us. 
 
Lectio Divina begins with a careful consideration of scripture and ends with what has been called a “wordless enjoyment 
of God.”  It fosters a dialogue with God that ends with an act consecrating ourselves to God.  Yes, sacred reading 
takes time; therefore, we make as much time as possible for this avenue of spiritual formation.  We even prepare our-
selves by selecting a passage ahead of time, by setting aside a regular time for reading, by choosing an appropriate 
place to pray where we won’t be disturbed and by allowing some prayerful minutes of transition into a prayerful state. 
 
Would you like to try Lectio Devina this Lent?  I have selected passages for us to use as a church family and I invite you 
to join with me in this program of spiritual formation.  Remember: it is up to you to find the time and the place for 
reading, meditating, praying and contemplating.  The scriptures I have selected for us are: 
 
Week I - (February 25-28): St. Matthew 5:6 (“righteousness” refers to holy living - a life right with God). 
 
Week II - (March 1-7):  St. Mark 12:28-31 
 
Week III - (March 8-14): St. Matthew 7:12 
 
Week IV - (March 15-21): I Corinthians 13 
 
Week V - (March 22-28): St. Matthew 6:10(b) 
 
Week VI - (March 29-April 4): St. John 14:15; St. John 15:12 
 
Holy Week - (April 5-11): Philippians 2:5 
 
Easter Week - (April 12-18): St. John 20:11-16 (You are seeking Jesus; Jesus calls you by name.) 
                  ~George E. Rook 



CAMP TANAKO 2009 
Camps and Events 

CAMP TANAKO 
4301 HWY 290 

HOT SPRINGS, AR  71913 
(501) 262-2600 
info@tanako.org 

CAMPS      DATES    GRADES 
 
Family Camp      April  17 - 18    (For children ages 4-10 
                and their parents) 
 
Fishing Camp      June 5 - 7    3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
 
Middle Elementary I     June 15 - 18    3, 4 
 
Younger Elementary Extravaganza   June 22 - 24    1, 2 
(Y.E.E.!) 
 
Golf Camp      June 22 - 24    7, 8, 9, 10 ,11, 12 
 
Senior High      June 29 - July 3   9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Junior High I      July 6 - 10    7, 8, 9 
 
Older Elementary I     July 13 - 17    5, 6 
 
Middle Elementary II     July 17 - 19    3, 4  
 
Junior High II      July 20 - 24    7, 8, 9 
 
Older Elementary II     July 27 - 31    5, 6 

Choose the camp according to the school grade the camper will be entering in the Fall of 2009. 

Check out the new Tanako Posters 

placed around the church! 4 of our 

youth are pictured in them! Can 

you find...  Corey Mooney; Addison 

Melson;  Whitney Melson &   

Evan Jacobs? 

TANAKO APPLICATIONS ARE HERE!  STOP BY 
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND PICK ONE UP! 



S M T W T F S 

1 
 

New Member  
Potluck  

Luncheon 
After Morning 

Worship 

2 
Conf. Class 

3:30pm 
 
 
 

UMW 
Sack Luncheon 

11:30 FH 

3 
 

Exercise 
9:30am    

4 
Bible Study 
10:30am FH 

 
 

5 
Exercise 

10am 
 

UMM 
7pm FH 

6 
World  
Day  

Of Prayer 

7 
 
 
 
 

 

8   9        
Conf. Class 

3:30pm 
 

Circle 2 
10:30am  

FH 
Circle 3 
7:30pm 

10   
 

Exercise 
9:30am    

11    
Bible Study 
10:30am FH 

 
 

12    Exercise 
10am 

 
 

Grand Needlers 
6pm 

 

13 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

15   
 YOUTH  
SUNDAY 

 
 
 

Singles 
Luncheon 

16 
Conf. Class 

3:30pm 
 
 

Trustees 
7pm 

Church Office 

17   Exercise 
9:30am    

 
Finance  7pm 

Library 
 

Admin Co. 
7:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 

18   
 

Bible Study 
10:30am FH 

 
 

19   
Exercise 

10am 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
 

22   
 

One Great  
Hour of Sharing 

23 
 
 

24     
 

Exercise 
9:30am 

 
 
 

25   
Bible Study 
10:30am FH 

 
 

26 
 

Exercise 
10am 

 
 

27 28 
 

 

29 
Hoskyn/

Earnheart 
Shower 

1-2:30pm 
Fellowship  

Hall 
 

ICCM 

30 
 

Conf. Class 
3:30 

 
 

 

31 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

USHERS FOR MARCH 
 Alan Bardwell (Captain) 

Stephen Hoskyn 
Tommy Jackson 
David Alderson 2009 



Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 
803 S. Grand Ave. 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 

Non-Profit Org. 

Standard Rate Paid 

Stuttgart, AR 72160 
Address Service  

requested 

Permit No. 42 

GROUPS & GATHERINGSGROUPS & GATHERINGSGROUPS & GATHERINGSGROUPS & GATHERINGS 
  
YOUTH:YOUTH:YOUTH:YOUTH:    The United Methodist Youth (grades 7-12) meets each Sunday at 6pm to 7pm in the second 
    floor Youth Wing. (contact Austin Hayes 673-6317). 
  
TWEENS:TWEENS:TWEENS:TWEENS: The “Tweens” group (grades 5-6) meets in their room on the 3rd floor, every Sunday at 6pm .
    (contact Lainie Hoskyn at 659-0089). 
    
CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS:CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS:CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS:CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS:                Grades 5-7 meet in the choir room every Sunday at 5pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317) 
 
HANDS FOR HIM:HANDS FOR HIM:HANDS FOR HIM:HANDS FOR HIM:    Wednesday Music Program for Children:  Grades K-6 meet at 4:30pm and Pre-K will 
     meet at 5pm.  Contact Chuck Law (673-6317) or Elizabeth Hoskyn (673-0079). 
 
THE 3rd WEDNESDAY:THE 3rd WEDNESDAY:THE 3rd WEDNESDAY:THE 3rd WEDNESDAY:    Adults $3 - Children $2 - Seniors $2 - Fun, food & fellowship every third  
      Wednesday.  Program starts at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  RSVP - 673-6317 
 
HANDBELL CHOIR:HANDBELL CHOIR:HANDBELL CHOIR:HANDBELL CHOIR: Meets every Wednesday at 6pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317). 
 
ADULT CHOIR:ADULT CHOIR:ADULT CHOIR:ADULT CHOIR: Meets every Wednesday at 7pm. (Chuck Law 673-6317). 
 
EXERSICE:EXERSICE:EXERSICE:EXERSICE: Meets every Tuesday at 9:30am in the FH; and every Thursday at 10am in the FH. 
 

Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly.  Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly.  Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly.  Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.Other groups meet weekly and/or monthly.  Please check the calendar for meeting times and dates.    


