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GRAND AVENEWS 
 

Staff 
 

George E. Rook 
Pastor 

 
Chuck Law 
Director of  

Music Ministries 
 

Wanda Mayfield 
Organist 

 
Heather Sanders 

Secretary 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

9:00am 
Sunday School* 

 
9:45am 

Fellowship 
 

10:00am 
Worship 

 
*Child Care Provided 

 
 

Contact Us 
 

Phone Number 
870-673-6317 

 
Fax Number 
870-673-3697 

 
Email 

gaumc@centurytel.net 
 

Website 
www.gaumc.com 

Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast 
 
A Church Wide Pancake Breakfast 
honoring all mothers will be May 11 at 
8am.  The men are inviting everyone 
(families and singles) to attend this 
Mother’s Day breakfast.  This 
breakfast is given to honor all mothers.  
We hope you can attend. 

Best wishes are ex-

tended to Kortney 

and Megan Gray 

on the occasion of 

their marriage Sat-

urday, May 4 in the 
Chapel of Grand 
Avenue. 

Grand Avenue is pleased to welcome Braxton Gage DePriest.  Braxton 
was born at 1:20pm on Wednesday, April 30 at the Baptist Medical Center 
in North Little Rock.  Braxton weighed 6’6oz at birth and was 19 3/4” long.  
He is the son of Drake DePriest and Mandi Oliver, the grandson of Tony 
and Angie Carlock, and the great-grandson of Tommy and Dora Lou 
Hoskyn.   

GRAND AVENUE FISH FRY 
By now you should have received your packet containing your fish fry 
tickets.  We have just 1 1/2 weeks left to sell tickets ($11 each) for the 
upcoming fish fry on Thursday, May 22 (5-7pm—dine in or carry out).  
We will need a count of how many to plan for by Sunday, May 18.  
Please call the church office (673-6317) or Judy Jacobs (673-2555) 
before that date to report the number of tickets sold.  We will still sell to 

walk-ups, but we need some kind of estimate on how many to guarantee.  All pro-
ceeds from the fish fry are going toward the general budget of the church; therefore, 
we are hopeful we will have a good turnout.  There will be carry-outs and dine-ins.  We 
invite all members to help make this a successful project. 

Please keep in your prayers 
Lily Grace Horton, infant 
daughter of David and 
Sarah Horton born May 2 in 
Jonesboro and transferred 
to Children’s Hospital in 
Little Rock with pneumonia.  
Lily Grace is the grand-
daughter of Bill and Barbara 
Erstine. 

Mary Gene Smith, former 
Grand Avenue custodian, is 
currently in a nursing facility.  
Cards may be addressed: 

 
Mary Gene Smith #43 
Salem Place Nursing  
and Rehab Center 
2401 Christina Lane 
Conway, AR 72034 

MEETINGS THIS MONTH 
 

Trustees will meet in the  
Church Office on May 19 at 7pm. 

 
Finance Committee will meet in the  

Library on May 20 at 7pm. 
 

Admin Council will meet in the SANCTUARY 
(due to voting in the FH) on May 20 at 7:30pm. 



SANCTUARY REMODELING  
UPDATE   

 
$5,768.53 has been collected to-
ward retiring the $31,000 loan that 
was needed to complete the pro-
ject.  $25,231.47 is needed to pay 
off the loan. 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS NEEDED 
We are in need of substitute nursery attendants.  Applications may be made through 
the Church Office.  A background check is required.  If a former nursery attendant 
cannot return on a regular basis, we will also need an additional full time attendant. 

BEAR CREEK BBQ 
The Bear Creek Camp Board of Trustees is inviting all 
churches to attend at BBQ dinner on the campgrounds of 
Bear Creek!  Festivities will be held Sunday, May 18 with 
fun and games beginning at 3pm.  Fishing off the dock, 
playing horseshoes, Bingo, volleyball and trivia games are 
being planned by the youth in the area.  Dinner will be 
served at 5pm.  This is an excellent opportunity to come 
explore all that Bear Creek has to offer.  If you would like 
to attend, please contact Marianna 1st UMC at 870-295-
3681 so there will be plenty for all.  No tickets are being 
sold but donations will be accepted.  Thank you. 

The Adults of Grand Avenue are spon-
soring a Potato Bar luncheon to benefit 
the ICCM Food Bank.  It will be held in 
the Fellowship Hall after worship on 
May 18.  All donations are welcome. 

The Grand Avenue United Methodist Men are pleased to announce that 
at their meeting held on May 1, the UMM approved 100% funding of the 
FOURTEEN Tanako Scholarship applications totaling $4,194.60.  This 
year was the largest number of applications for scholarships since the 
UMM began the program.  Happy Camping to our Grand Avenue 
Campers! 

BBC BROADCASTS OF EVENSONG 
 

The internet link for the BBC Broadcasts of Choral Evensong is: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/classical/index.shtml 

Click on the Choral Evensong tab on the right hand side of the 
page.  The BBC website uses Real Player which it helps the 
visitor to download if not already installed on your computer.   

I would like to send a special Thank You to my G.A.U.M.C. 
family.  Senior Recognition Day was very special.  I want to 
include a special thank you to George Rook for being a person 
I can count on, The Ladies of the Circle that put our program 
together, and to each and every one of you that helped put 
together my basket of goodies.   I indeed feel loved. 
 

Thank you all again,  
Drew Alderson 

DONATIONS FOR DONATIONS FOR DONATIONS FOR DONATIONS FOR     

STORM VICTIMS:STORM VICTIMS:STORM VICTIMS:STORM VICTIMS:    

 

Please make your check to 

GAUMC and designate the 

memo corner “Storms” or con-

tributions may be made over 

the phone by contacting the 

American Red Cross at 

 1-800-RED-CROSS. 



GRAND AVENUE YOUTH NEWS 
 
Our Spring bible study is underway and we are really enjoying the help of 
our Pathfinders Sunday School class.  Thank you so much for this opportu-
nity!  We will skip the week May 11TH for Mother’s Day, and May 25TH 
due to Memorial Day weekend.   Our Bible study will conclude Sunday, 
May 18TH.   Please join us.   
  
Youth Sunday is scheduled for May 18, 2008.  Mr. Michael Meeks, Youth Pastor at First Church in Arka-
delphia, will be our guest speaker.  We would love to have all of our Grand Avenue Youth grades 7 – 12 
participate in this worship service! Before UMY on Sunday, May 4, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. the youth mem-
bers will have a short meeting at the Fellowship Hall to discuss the role each member will play in 
this service.  Please mark your calendars!  If you are unable to attend, please contact me by email at 
rlhoskyn@d-c1.com to let me know where you prefer to participate.    
 
Youth please mark your calendars for GAUMC’s annual fish fry that has been scheduled for Thursday, May 
22ND and GAUMC’s annual hamburger supper that has been scheduled for Thursday, June 26TH.  They 
have always counted on our youth to help out if at all possible.   
 
We are working on our summer calendar and we are hoping to plan a canoe or float trip around mid 
July.  Watch your newsletter for more information to come!  
 
 

YOUTH DIRECTOR STILL NEEDED 
Are You Called To Youth Ministry?  An energetic, inspiring individual who will serve as a Christian role 
model and be the director of our youth program is invited to visit with the Pastor to share his or her vision of 
youth ministry.  Please call the Church Office to schedule an appointment:  673-6317.  Perhaps you know 
someone you might encourage to enter this important ministry! 

Notes from the Music Department 
 
May 18th Children’s Program 
 
 The Grand Avenue Weekday music ministry will present a Spring Pageant May 18th at 6:00pm in the 
fellowship hall. The program will feature both groups that presently participate in our Wednesday Week Day 
Music Program. Everyone is invited to attend and support our youth. There will be a reception following the 
program.  
 
Hands for Him 
  
 New and exciting plans have been made for the 2008/2009 children’s music program at Grand Ave-
nue including a name change for our Wednesday program. After this spring our program will be officially re-
named “Hands for Him” and will include a new class that will be led by Charlotte Eagle for Pre K 3 and Pre K 
4 year olds that will be started as well changing the actual times that the program meets on Wednesdays. 
Classes for children in grades K thru 2nd will meet at 4:30 and students in 3rd grade thru 6th will meet at 5:00. 
Our new class will start at 5:00 to allow parents to bring their children to the church. Elizabeth Hoskyn will 
work with the children providing them with Christian activities and lesson plans that will coordinate with the 
music. Our program is a success because of the volunteers, parents and participants. Please encourage your 
child to participate in this growing program. All programs will start the week after Labor Day, September 10th. 
Please contact Mr. Chuck at the church if you have any questions. Volunteers are still needed to help Eliza-
beth and to provide snacks. 



PENTECOST, THE CHURCH’S BIRTHDAY is May 11.   
 
Everyone is invited to wear red as we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the Church.  
Mary Alice Acklin has made additional Pentecost lapel pins for those who do not have one.  These pins will 
be available at the front and side entrances to the sanctuary.  Thank you Mary Alice! 
 
Pentecost was originally a Jewish harvest festival when the first fruits of crops were given as offerings to God. 
On the first Pentecost after Jesus’ resurrection, the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’ followers. They were filled 
with power and love, thus empowering them to witness to God’s actions in Christ to all who were nearby. 
Some 3,000 people responded to their claims that Christ was Lord and Savior of mankind.  
 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ first followers on the day of Pentecost is often called the 
Church’s birthday. You can read the entire story in Acts 2. 

Trinity Sunday is May 18.  The First Sunday after Pentecost and the only day in the church year that 
commemorates a doctrine—the Trinity—rather than a person or an event.  
       -John N. Wall, A Dictionary for Episcopalians 
 
 
THE NINE PROPOSITIONS FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY TRINITY 
A. There is one God. (St. Mark 12:29; etc.) 
B. The Father is God. (St. John 6:27; etc.) 
C. The Son is God. (St. John 1:1; etc.) 
D. The Holy Spirit is God. (St. Mark 3:29; etc.) 
E. The Three are separate from each other. (II Thess. 3:5; St. John 3:16) 
F. The Father is personal. (St. John 15.9; etc.) 
G. The Son is personal. (St. Mark 16:62; etc.) 
H. The Holy Spirit is personal. (Rom. 8:26; etc.) 
I. The Three are One. (St. Matt. 29:19; etc.) 
 
A.C. Headlam, Christian Theology, p. 430 
 
Note:  By “personal,” we mean capable of having a meaningful relationship with people. 

WHAT IS EBEN-EZER? We sing about this in the old hymn "Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing" when we say: "Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home." Eben-ezer means "the stone 
of help." After God gave the Israelites victory over the Philistines, Samuel set up a memo-
rial stone calling it Eben-ezer, "the stone of help" (I Samuel 7:12). [SEE: The New Com-
pact Bible Dictionary, p. 141]. 



PRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LIST    

Lily  Grace Horton;  Eli  James;  Raeann Braithwaite;  Carolyn Painter ;  Char lotte  Scales;  Betty  Oliphant;  

Claudia  Roebbeke;  Hazel  Bryant;  Elbert  Houston;  John Jackson;  Roland Endres;  Luci l le  Holbert;  Gertie 

Sanders;  Mary Gene Smith;  Tammy Wilson;  Ray Holsted;  Beth  Ragan Adams;  Clarence Thomason;  Tim 

Walton;  Joni  Thomas;  Steve Tranna;  Kel ly Wil l iams;  Randy Smith;  Becki  Wilson;   Br ian Hayes; Br ian 

Reynolds;  Daniel  White;  Those in Arkansas and elsewhere  deal ing  with f loods;  Cathie  Jones;  Sylvia  Mil ls ;  

Sherry  Tuminel lo ;  Al l  our  s ick  and shut- in;  President George Bush;  Congress  and our  Leaders;  The Leaders 

of  our  All ies ;  Members of  the  US,  UK and Coal it ion Armed Forces  and their  Famil ies ;  The  famil ies  of  

those  who made the ult imate sacr if ice .  

FROM THE PASTOR  
A REVISED ARTICLE FROM A PREVIOUS EDITION OF OUR NEWSLETTER: 
 
 How is your prayer life? Someone once said, "If a pastor stops praying, he'll lose his 
vocation." That isn't true just for pastors! When any Christian stops praying, he or she will 
lose the vocation of their baptismal calling. This means prayer is important for each believer. 
It opens us to God, fills us with his grace and gives us the vision, insight and courage we 
need to do his work. 
 What is prayer. The BCP Outline of Faith says, "Prayer is responding to God, by 
thought and by deeds, with or without words." This same outline goes on to define Christian 
prayer by adding, "Christian prayer is response to God the Father, through Jesus Christ, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit." If you want to become technical about the types of prayer, you 
can remember them by the word CAPITOL: confession (confessing our sins and amending 
our lives), adoration (lifting up the heart and mind to enjoy God's presence), petition 
(bringing before God our needs), intercession (bringing before God the needs of others), 
thanksgiving (thanking God for all the blessings of life, including our redemption and what-
ever draws us closer to him), oblation (offering our lives and labors for the purposes of God), 
and laud (praise) 
 How does someone go about praying? Why, you simply talk with God much as a 
friend talks with a friend! The amount of words isn't important. Instead, it is the quality of 
your words and time spent apart with God that is important. In your morning prayers, you 
may even offer a total surrender to God as a way to prepare for the joys and sorrows lying 
ahead. Knowing God's presence is with you gives peace throughout the day. 
 Are you praying? If you are not, your spiritual life is in danger of dying. Are you teach-
ing your children to pray? If you are not, they are in danger of being swept away by the cur-
rents of our secular world. We need to talk with God each day. In fact, we need to talk with 
God throughout each day! "The Upper Room Devotional Guide" is a wonderful manual for 
developing a prayer life. There are also various prayer books offering suggestions on how to 
pray each morning, noon, and night. Perhaps these guides will help you feel more and more 
comfortable in your talks with God as you learn how to pray.  
 While Christians often pray directly to Jesus, we have a special way of closing our 
prayers directed to the Father, We always close our prayers "in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." I hope you will learn to make this a part of each of your prayers to God. 
     
          - George E. Rook 



A GUIDE TO PRAYERS 
 
GRACE BEFORE MEALS:  Bless us/me, O Father, and these your gifts, which, of 
your bounty we/I are/am about to receive.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 
MORNING PRAYER:  Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought 
us/me in safety to this new day:  Preserve us/me with your mighty power, that we/I 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we/I do, direct us/me 
to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
AT NOON:  Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross, stretching out 
your loving arms:  Grant that all the peoples of the earth may look to you and be 
saved; for your mercies’ sake.  Amen. 
 
EARLY EVENING:  Lord Jesus, stay with us/me, for evening is at hand and the day 
is past; be our/my companion in the way, kindle our/my heart(s), and awaken hope, 
that we/I may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread.  
Grant this for the sake of your love.  Amen 
 
AT DAY’S END:  Visit this place, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the en-
emy; let your holy angels dwell with us/me to preserve us/me in peace; and let your 
blessing be upon us/me always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
      -Sources:  Grace Before Meals—Unknown 
             Additional Prayers—BCP, pp. 137-140 
 
 
 
 
A PRAYER FOR GRAND AVENUE 
 
O God, who has brought us into the fellowship of your dear Son, lead us all at 
Grand Avenue ever closer day by day to you and to one another, that we may be-
come of one heart and mind in love toward you; and grant that our common life and 
work in sacrificial service may help to extend your kingdom here where we are, and 
in all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANOTHER PRAYER FOR GRAND AVENUE 
 
Hear our prayer, most gracious God, for the people of Grand Avenue.  Grant us en-
quiring hearts and minds to seek your Truth and inspire us to do your will in all that 
we undertake.  Open our hearts to the concerns of our neighbors that we may seek 
justice, care for the afflicted, feed the hungry and shelter the homeless.  May we be 
the instrument of your love and grace in this world.  Deliver us from pride, hypoc-
risy, divisions, and all evil and grant that in our lives and labors we may praise your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen 



Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 
803 S. Grand Ave. 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 

Non-Profit Org. 

Standard Rate Paid 

Stuttgart, AR 72160 
Address Service  

requested 

Permit No. 42 

GROUPS & GATHERINGS 
 
YOUTH:  The United Methodist Youth (grades 7-12) meets each Sunday at 6pm to 
     7pm in the second floor Youth Wing.  
 
TWEENS:   The “Tweens” group (grades 5-6) meets in their room on the 3rd floor,  
     every Sunday at 6pm .(contact Lainie Hoskyn at 659-0089).  
 

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S MUSIC PROGRAM SCHEDULE: 
3:30 - 4:15pm K through 2nd Grade Children should be picked up by 4:15pm 
4:00 - 5:00pm 3rd through 5th Grade Children should be picked up by 5:00pm 

Grand Avenue Trivia 
Did you know? 

 

In November, 1900, the Ladies Aid Society fined its secretary .25 cents 
for being absent from the meeting. 


