June 20, 2007

GRAND AVENEWS

Staff

George E. Rook
Pastor

Chuck Law
Director of
Music Ministries

Wanda Mayfield
Organist

Heather Sanders
Secretary

Sunday Schedule

9:00am
Sunday School*

9:45am
Fellowship

10:00am
Worship*

*Child Care Provided

Contact Us

Phone Number
870-673-6317

Fax Number
870-673-3697

Email
gaumc@ceturytel.net
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YOUTH MINISTRY AT GRAND AVENUE

Are You Called To Youth Ministry? An energetic, inspiring individual who
will serve as a Christian role model and be the director of our youth
program beginning this September is invited to visit with the Pastor to
share his or her vision of youth ministry. Please call the Church Office to
schedule an appointment: 673-6317. Perhaps you know someone you
might encourage to enter this important ministry!

) Are you interested in playing on the Grand Avenue )
Softball Team in the Church League? Please contact

David Jacobs at (870) 673-2555. The team will be coed,
SDﬂbaH which means everyone is invited to participate! SDﬂbaH
Sign-Up Sign-Up

2007 UMM HAMBURGER SUPPER
Thursday, July 12
Spm to 7pm
$7.00 each

The United Methodist Men are hosting a dine-in or carry-out hamburger supper. Because
the UMM are actively supporting programs in our congregation, ticket sales need to be
brisk in order to fund these projects in the coming year. PLEASE REPORT YOUR
TICKET COUNT TO THE OFFICE BY JUNE 29, we need a number so we don’t run
out of burgers! WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO MAKE CAKES AGAIN

Contact Carolyn Moore at 673-4706 if you wish to help.
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VBS starts June 25 through June 29 (Monday Eﬁ safe Eﬁ
through Friday) from 5:30-8pm. If you have not % }m?idayl %
already returned your registration form, please
bring it with you. See you there! Ziq % Zﬁg % Zﬁ




ARMED FORCES DEVOTIONAL BOOK - SPECIAL OFFERING JULY 1

The Administrative Council has authorized a special offering be collected Sunday, July 1 to provide members
of the armed forces with copies of “Strength for Service to God and Country,” a devotional book written for
those in the service of others. More than 250,000 copies of this life-changing book have already been
distributed overseas, but hundreds of thousands more are needed for those currently serving stateside or abroad.

The vision for the publication of a new edition of the World War II era book began as the Eagle Scout project of
a young boy in Southern California. Evan Hunsberger found his grandfather’s battered copy of the book which
was originally published in 1942 and contained daily devotionals prepared by many of the leading Protestant
pastors and theologians of the time. He decided to republish the devotional in honor of his grandfather who
carried it throughout his service in World War II. Making only slight changes to the text, he solicited additional
contributions from today’s religious leaders. After three years of hard work, the book was published. For more
information visit www.StrengthforService.org/methodist Distributing these devotional books is a program
supported by the General Commission on United Methodist Men.

Meetings this month:

PASTOR ROOK REAPPOINTED

Trustees will meet Monday, July 16 at 7pm in the Church Office TO GRAND AVENUE
Finance will meet Tuesday, July 17 at 7pm in the Library
Admin Council will meet Tuesday, July 17 at 7:30pm in the FH Pastor George E. Rook was reap-
REMINDER: THERE WILL BE NO MEETINGS IN AUGUST! | |pointed by Bishop Charles Crutchfield
Please plan your presentations before the at the recent session of The Arkansas

Council and committees with this in mind. Annual Conference meeting in Russel-
lville to serve the Grand Avenue

Church, which marks the beginning of]
VACATION SUNDAYS FOR THE PASTOR his fourteenth year at this appointment.

The Pastor’s vacation will include the following four Sundays:
July 22 & 29, August 19 & 26. Clara Dobson will be the guest preacher for July 22 while a Sunday School
Class may be preparing a very special service for Grand Avenue on July 29. Because Grand Avenue has two
members in the Gideons, they are arranging the service on August 19 while our own Lainie Hoskyn will be the
guest preacher for August 26.

No Room In The Fridge - Help!

PURGE THE FRIDGE!

. If your group has out-dated food or condiments in the refrigerator or freezer, please quickly
« remove these articles as we prepare for Vacation Church School and the UMM Hamburger .
* Supper. Currently there is no room in either fridge for new supplies. Help! Thank you. °*




WEDDING AND BUILDING USE
POLICIES REVISED

The Administrative Council recently approved a revision
of the wedding and building use policies after months of
careful work and numerous draft revisions. Along with
the wedding policy and rules for use of the buildings are
fees listed in two catagories:

A). Fees for Active Church Members and Participating
Non-Members

B). Fees for Non-Members Who Don’t Participate and
Non-Participating Members

These policies were last revised in 1990. Needless to

REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH
THIS SUMMER

The saying goes that summer heat can dry of
church finances because people leave town and
take their money with them, but there are still
bills to be paid, programs to be funded and pay-
roll to be made. Please remember your church as
you plan your summer activities.

Also, a word of gratitude goes to all the members
and non-members who financially support Grand
Avenue (not all our members do). Your support
not only ensures that we keep the lights and air

say, after seventeen years the fees are significantly higher
than in 1990 but remain reasonable based on today’s
expenses. Please be sure to examine a copy of these
policies before you schedule an event at Grand Avenue.

conditioning on for our guests, but that we can
continue to welcome and embrace everyone who
enters the doors of this church.

A Tribute to Tallulah

With great sadness I announce to you the death of Tallulah, who was in many ways Grand Avenue's dog. Tallulah
lived in the shrubs at the front of the church back in 1995 after being abandoned by a family that moved to
Texas. (I didn't realize she had been abandoned but simply thought she was receiving very poor care).
Tallulah would cross Grand Avenue to visit with me as [ walked Moses in the alley behind the parsonage. She
would trot along, always carrying a stick in her mouth, staring at me with her beautiful eyes and with her huge
tail always wagging (remember: she was a dachshund/husky mix with a squatty body and a super large tail).
She stole my heart! That Christmas she even thought about going caroling with our group of Grand Avenue
singers. She even visited with Caroline and Laura Burkett before fleeing across the street to the parsonage
lawn for protection.

After the first of the year, I missed seeing Tallulah. I drove to the Animal Shelter (she had been picked up
near the courthouse after being reported), heard her story from the Animal Control Officer and adopted her with
all her fears of storms, being touched on the head, being held close and being left alone for long periods of
time. She was sweet, adorable and precious in her own Tallulah way!

Tallulah became very ill last June. It was a bad summer for her! But a medication was released that gave her
to me for an additional year, even though she never fully recovered from last summer. The last two months
brought a steady, determined decline that culminated in her death on Thursday afternoon, June 14. She was
Tallulah - sweet, precious, shy, fearful Tallulah! Her purring growl, tender barks, staring eyes and love of
home will all be cherished and missed.

- George E. Rook




ICCM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FROM GAUMC EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Grand Avenue is in charge of the ICCM pro- Camp Tanako, a ministry of the Arkansas Confer-
gram for July. We need volunteer workers on ence, has three openings for summer employment:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from
12pm to 1pm. If you would like to help, please
contact Tom or Joyce Roth at 673-3398.

Cook’s helper - must have completed high school

Summer staff / Lifeguard - current lifeguard certifi-
cation required and completed high school

A UMW MISSION MINUTE
The Grand Avenue United Methodist Women will meet for Male Cabin Counselor - at least 20 years old
their Annual Potluck Mission Retreat, Saturday, June 23 at
9am at the Jacobs house at Wilcox Acres. The group will
leave from the church parking lot at 8:30am. If you plan to
attend, please contact the church office at 673-6317. The Camp Tanako

Retreat should end around 2:30-3pm. 4301 Highway 290
Hot Springs, AR 71913

501-262-2600
tanako@arkansas.net

Contact the camp office for more information.

The next general meeting is Monday, July 9 beginning at
11:30am with a sack lunch and meeting at 12pm.

Independence Day Prayer Dear Grand Avenue

Almighty and ever-living God, we humbly i )
praise you for the nation in which you have I want to thank everyone for their
allowed us to live. We cherish its wonderand prayers, cards, and concerns during my
its beauty. We are thankful for its fruitful surgery and recovery. | miss being in
lands, its bountiful waters, its great resources and its unlimited Stuttgart with you all and seeing every-

opportunities. one. | think of you often and you will

We thank you for our founding fathers and mothers, and for their,  always have a place in my heart.
foresight, special wisdom, and steadfast courage in establishing
freedom and a lasting document of fairness. Sincerely yours,

. - . Susan Blake
Stir up within each of us the will to be good stewards of all the

blessings of the land we love. Amen.

GOLF CARTS FOR CAMP ALDERSGATE

Camp Aldersgate has an emergency need for running gold carts (gas or electric). Several of our golf
carts that we use in our 120 acres of camp have died this week (which happens to be the week before
camp starts!) Our nurses and supervisors use these carts to get to program areas and campers quickly.
Can you help us out! Surely there are golf carts sitting in garages, etc. that are not being used anymore. Please,
Please help us! Camp Aldersgate is a camp for children with disabilities - we serve about 350 kids each summer!
Call Connie at 501-225-1444 if you have one. Thanks so much!!!
Camp Aldersgate Staff

From the Arkansas United Methodist Email Network




Grand Avenue United Methodist Church Non-Profit Org.
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JUNE USHERS: David Jacobs*, Steve Currie, Kortney Gray and Tim Melson

JULY USHERS: Derek Bohanan*, Ryan Eagle, Brian Roth and Roland Endres

*Serves as Captain




Another Annual Conference session has come and gone, and the Bishop has once again appointed pastors to serve the
United Methodist churches of Arkansas. As someone who has sat on the District Board of Ordained Ministry, I appreciate my
colleagues in ministry and the personal sacrifices they make and have made to serve these local churches. Many of the laity
do not know the financial, family and personal sacrifices made by these individuals to obtain the necessary educational and
professional requirements to serve in ministry. Those serving in our smallest churches are often the ones who meet twice a
year with the District Board of Ordained Ministry, drive back and forth each week to take courses at the Memphis Theological
Seminary, take summer courses at an accredited seminary or take summer courses at Hendrix. Vacation time and funds are
often spent meeting educational requirements! For the love of the Lord and to serve the people of his church, these
individuals make great personal sacrifices. God bless them!

We read in Paul's First Letter to the Thessalonians: ". . . respect those who labor among you, and have charge of you in the
Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in love because of their work" (I Thess. 5:12b, 13a). I am personally blessed
by the respect and esteem you show me at Grand Avenue. Not every pastor is so blessed and even I have not always been so
graciously treated. My heart goes out to every pastor in a new appointment. I wonder how he or she will be treated. Will
love be shown? Will there be unconditional acceptance or does it have to be earned? Will there be respect and kindness?
Laity expect love, unconditional acceptance, respect and kindness be shown to them, shouldn't these also be shown to their
pastors?

The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (2004) provides an extensive definition of the responsibilities and
duties of pastors (pages 239-241). Copies of the 2004 Discipline are available in our Church Library. If you take time to read
these responsibilities and duties, 1 think you will have a better appreciation of your pastors. Of course, 1 think just knowing about
the tremendous sacrifices made by pastors to serve in ministry generates appreciation!

The working hours of a pastor are long. Sermons don't just happen and a week isn't just forty hours. The needs of parishioners
often overlap the needs of the pastor's family. Many pastors serving small membership churches even serve a full time job.
Talk about being busy and having a lack of personal time!

Iinvite you to pray for the clergy of the Arkansas Annual Conference as we enter a new conference year. I also invite the laity of
Arkansas to ". .. respect those who labor among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very
highly in love because of their work" (I Thess. 5:12b, 13a).

- George E. Rook

PRAYER LIST
Rita Cress; Elmer Grant; Amy Law; Mary Bledsoe; Carl Madsen; Phaedra Farar;
Geraldine Urbani; Rollie Rich; Brayden Black; Tammy Wilson; Willa Lambert; Gene
Smith; Ray Holsted; Beth Ragan Adams; Clarence Thomason; Tim Walton; Fred
McCuistion; Brenda Crum; John Robert Graves; Robert Lisko; Linda Fisher; Joni
Thomas; Clifford Burdett; Steve Tranna; Johnny McCullom; Susan Blake; Loma Essex;
Sam Scales; Kelly Williams; Karen Aureli; Regina Earlywine; Amanda Bakowski;
David Flynn; Bailey Simpson; Bethany Jackson; The Family of Fern Bock; Vacation
Church School; Cathie Jones; Casey Jones; Ellen Southall; Sylvia Mills; Clio Clary; All
our sick and shut-in; President George Bush; Congress and our Leaders; The Leaders of
our Allies; Members of the US, UK and Coalition Armed Forces and their Families; The




Teach me the way
I should go, for to you
I lift up my soul.

Psalm 143:8b

Date June 25 through June 29

Place Grand Avenue

Address 705 South Grand Avenue

T'iveee_ 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Ag@g Pre-K through 6th Grade
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Summer is upon us and the Grand Avenue Youth are already having fun in the sun! We kicked off our
summer program with the Grand Avenue 300 on June 10, 2007 which included lots of activities. There
were 22 young people participating and everyone had a great time. While the Youth and Tween groups took
part in a bible scripture scavenger hunt that included the cooperation and participation of many of our Grand
Avenue members other youth parents and volunteers were setting up the party at . During our
scavenger hunt the participants passed out 500 invitations to worship at Grand Avenue United Methodist
Church around the community and made a few at our local police department, fire stations, and
Stuttgart Regional Medical Center to spread cheer, offer a cold drink to the employees or patients, and thank
them for their service. Little did they know but our Youth and Tweens made many friends that afternoon as
well as learning a few lessons along the way. The stories and laughter that were generated from this event
are endless.

The youth council would like to express our sincere gratitude to the members of Grand Avenue for their
generous support in all of our activities. You are truly a blessing!

The Grand Avenue Youth have several activities planned for the summer and some still in the
making. Please mark your calendars so you won’t miss any of the fun.
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The youth will also meet for lunch one day in July and August.

October 6 . 1 T = Xt 1o),0) %t
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% The Annual Grand Avenue Hamburger Supper is scheduled for Thursday, July 12, 2007 from o
‘Ef 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. Youth members are needed to work at this event. The sign-up sheet is on the ﬂg\f
% bulletin board outside the youth room. Please sign up! Thanks! W
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