July 30, 2008

GRAND AVENEWS

Without A Will, You Have No Say

One of the most powerful and lasting ways of furthering the Church’s mission is
by making a gift through your will. But it requires planning now to ensure your
wishes are carried out. If you die without a will:

e State law controls the distribution of your estate;
e Settling your estate may be costly;
e A court selects the person to settle your affairs and care for your children;

e Your desire to leave gifts to your church or other favorite charities will not
be carried out.

The United Methodist Foundation of Arkansas assists United Methodists in giv-
ing to their local church or other United Methodist institutions or programs. For
free information, contact VP of Development Janet Marshall at 501-664-8632
or toll-free at 866-281-8914 or by email at jmarshall@umfa.org.

The Pastor will be on vacation July 23—August 5 and August
20—September 3. David Relyea of Almyra will be our guest
speaker and worship leader on August 3 (no Holy Communion).
Gideon Sunday will be August 24 with Bob Crum serving as
worship leader. Agnes Jackson will be our guest speaker and
worship leader on August 31.

HAVE YOU READ YOUR “UPPER ROOM” TODAY?

Youth and adults are invited to make “The Upper Room” a part of each day.
The daily scripture readings, devotional, prayer and “Thought For The Day” are
a convenient way to increase your spiritual formation. Each edition of “The Up-
per Room” also includes a prayer workshop section located in the middle of the
publication. A format for weekly small group Bible study is found at the back of
the booklet. Perhaps you would like to have a small group Bible study in your
home or as part of a group meeting or as a new Sunday School class at Grand
Avenue. This section would be an excellent fit! If you as a youth or as an adult
are not currently reading “The Upper Room,” you are invited to take home a
free copy located in the narthex, in the literature rack at the side entrance of
the sanctuary and in various classrooms around the church. Take home a
copy today!

NURSERY ATTENDANTS NEEDED

We are in need of substitute nursery attendants. Applications may be made through
the Church Office. A background check is required. If a former nursery attendant
cannot return on a regular basis, we will also need an additional full time attendant.




Sunda ol News

Please join us this year for our back to school kick off on September 7. We are planning
something special for Promotion Sunday. All of our church kids are invited fo attend. We
will have more details coming soon.

This year we will be learning about Bible heroes. We will be learning about Daniel & the Lion,
David the Boy, Esther, Jonah, Paul, as well as Signs of Faith, Christmas and Easter.

We would like to thank all of those who helped with Rotation Sunday School last year. The
rotation is three Sundays out of the month. We would encourage everyone to partici-
pate. We have a great group of kids and this is a fun way to get to know them.

We also offer a Junior/Senior High Class. All students in grades 7-12 are invited to join us.

Wednesday Youth Handbell Group

The new group that was just recently started is doing great! Grand Avenue youth are learning how to ring bells
and are being introduced fto the wonderful world of handbells. Handbell choirs are a rich tradition for any
church to have and we are fortunate to already have a magnificent adult group and now a new youth group.
Thank you very much for your attendance and effort that everyone is putting out. Plans are being made fo per-
form in a few weeks in church and your continued attendance at rehearsals is greatly appreciated.

Vacation Bible School
VBS is quickly coming and I want to encourage everyone to participate. The music this year is very fun to sing
and we will have a lot of fellowship and fun putting it together.

Hands for Him

New and exciting plans have been made for the 2008/09 children's music program at Grand Avenue including a
name change for our weekly Wednesday program. After this spring, our program will be officially renamed
"Hands for Him" and will include a new class that will be led by Charlotte Eagle for Pre-K 3 and 4 year olds that
will be started as well as changing the actual times that the program meets on Wednesdays. Classes for chil-
dren in grades K through 2nd will meet at 4:30pm and students in 3rd through 6th will meet at 5:00pm.
Our new class will start at 5:00pm to allow parents to bring their children to the church. Elizabeth Hoskyn will
work with the children providing them with Christian activities and lesson plans that will coordinate with the
music. Our program is a success because of the volunteers, parents and participants! All programs will start
the week after Labor Day, September 10th. Please contact Mr. Chuck at the church office (673-6317) if
you have any questions.



The Administrative Council meeting on
Tuesday, May 20 approved a new part- Dear Grand Avenue,
time staff position for Children, Tweens
and Youth with an annual salary of
$19,500 (no benefits). A copy of the
job description may be obtained from all Qf you fOV the prayers, Card‘s’ Jghone
the Church Office. Resumes may be calls, visits and your love and concern_for
submitted to: Staff Parish, Grand Ave-
nue United Methodist Church, 803 S. . ) )
Grand Avenue, Stuttgart, AR 72160 ing from his accident. Your thoughtfulness

will always be remembered.

We wish to express our heart fe[t thanks to

Ralph while he was in the hospital recover-

DONATIONS FOR STORM VICTIMS:
Please make your check to GAUMC and des-

ignate the memo corner “Storms” (designate Mﬂ}d God bless you,
the memo corner “Stuttgart” if your gift is re- Raﬁoﬁ and Velma Patterson
stricted to tornado relief work in our commu-

nity) or contributions may be made over the
phone by contacting the American Red Cross
at 1-800-RED-CROSS.

POSITION AVAILABLE: Grand Avenue United Methodist Church in Stuttgart is seeking a part-time (25
hours per week) Director of Children’s, Tweens and Youth Ministry. Responsibilities include developing
and programming ministries for these areas of church life, coordinating activities, recruiting and training
volunteers, and being supportive of the children, youth, parents and volunteers. This person should be
committed to personal spiritual growth, be willing to commit to the United Methodist Church’s outreach
and mission, have excellent organizational skills and be dedicated to working with other staff as a mem-
ber of a ministry team. A background in education and previous work with volunteers is a plus. A back-
ground check with a drug test is required. A copy of the ministry description may be obtained by contact-
ing the church office at 870-673-6317 or email at gaumc@centurytel.net. The salary is $19,500 (no
benefits). Resumes may be submitted to: Staff-Parish, Grand Avenue United Methodist Church, 803 S.
Grand Avenue, Stuttgart, AR 72160.

FROM THE PASTOR Romans 12:9-21 George E. Rook

PRAVER LIST
Harry Beck; Mrs. Dean Johnson; Ralph Patterson; ELi James; Bruce Yeager; Charlotte Scales; Betty
Oliphant; Claudia Roebbeke; Louie McKissack; Hazel Bryant; John Jackson; Spencer Ruff; Kelsey
Hoffman; Roland Endres; Lucille Holbert; Gertie Sanders; Mary Gene Smith; Ray Holsted; Beth Ragan
Adams; Tim Walton; Steve Tranna; Kelly Williams; Randy Smith; Becki Wilson; Janice Henderson; Brian
Reynolds; Daniel White; The family of Sergeant First Class Anthony Woodham; Those suffering from
storms in Stuttgart, in ArRansas and elsewhere; Cathie Jones; Sylvia Mills; Pete Shirkey; Clio Clary; All
our sick, and shut-in; President George Bush; Congress and our Leaders; The Leaders of our Allies;
Members of the US, UK and Coalition Armed Forces and their Families; The families of those who made

the ultimate sacrifice.
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I FRAN CARD

: Friend, Relative, Associate, and Neighbor

: | was a stranger and you invited me in. Matthew 25:35
I
I
I
I

Name Approx. Age

| Address (if available)

| Telephone (if available)

I
: Children Living at Home Approx. Age

Submitted by:

|
|

|

|

|

|

: Neighbor Friend

|

:

: Relative Co-worker

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY- SEPTEMBER 7

Friendship Sunday is September 7. This is a great day for attracting first time visitors to our
congregation and long lost members back to church. It's as simple as inviting others to come join us in
our discipleship with Christ.

In the next few days, please complete the FRAN Cards (as many as you like) with the names and
limited information of those individuals (neighbors, co-workers, friends, classmates, and relatives)
you would like our congregation to extend special invitations to for the activities planned on September
7. You will need to return these cards to the Church Office or place them in the collection plate by
August 31.

Finally, we will need volunteer “FRANs” from different groups in our church to make personal visits
or phone calls to invite persons to our church on Sept. 7th for Worship, Sunday School, and a
Friendship Meal. Won't you volunteer to be a “FRAN” when your group is contacted?

Remember: Friendship Sunday is September 7.

FRAN Cards will be distributed in July.

Return the FRAN Cards by August 31.

Volunteer "FRANSs" are needed from classes and groups.
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Stuttgart, AR 72160

Address Service

Standard Rate Paid
requested

Non-Profit Org.
Permit No. 42

Grand Avenue United Methodist Church

803 S. Grand Ave.
Stuttgart, AR 72160

Church Softball Schedule 2008 1 First Baptist Stuttgart Red
2 First Baptist Stuttgart White
3 First Baptist Stuttgart Blue
4  St. Johns Lutheran
5  First United Methodist
6  First Baptist Almyra
The team listed 1st will be the home team 7  Grand Avenue UMC
and use the 3rd base dugout. 8  Harmony Baptist
DATE TIME FIELD 1FIELD 2
Tuesday 7/15 6:00 3vs8
7:00 4vs7
8:00 2vs 1
Thursday 7/17 6:00 1vs7
7:00 8vs6
8:00 Svs6
Tuesday 7/22 6:00 2vs5
7:00 5vs3
3:00 4vsl
Thursday 7/24 6:00 Tvs8 2vsl
7:00 6 vs 2 Tvs4
3:00 6vsl 3vs4
Tuesday 7/29 6:00 3vsd
7:00 6vs7
8:00 6 vs 4
Thursday 7/31 6:00 8vsl
7:00 3vs6
8:00 2vs 6
Monday 8/4 6:00 Tvs5 8vs3
7:00 2vs3 4vsS
8:00 8vs4 2vs 7
Tuesday 8/5 6:00 Tvs1
7:00 6vs S
8:00 6vs8
Thursday 8/7 6:00 1vs3
7:00 4vs2
8:00 S5vs8
Monday 8/11 6:00 8vs2
7:00 Tvs3
8:00 lvs5
Tuesday 8/12 6:00 1vs4 8vs 7
7:00 5vs2

3:00 4vs3




