o GRAND AVENEWS

Sympathy is extended to the family of Catherine Linton on the occasion of her recent
death; to the family of Loretta Cox on the occasion of her recent death and to the family
of Clara Dobson on the recent death of her niece, Janice Henderson.

Thanksgiving is extended to Matt and Emily Sampson of Ohio on the birth of their
daughter, Lucy Maydelle Sampson, granddaughter of Chuck and Linda Sampson; to An-
drea and Scott Champlin of Maumelle on the birth of their daughter Annibell Marie
Champlin on July 10, great-granddaughter of Mary Helen Black.

The The Pastor will be on vacation August 20—
Pastor September 3.  Gideon Sunday will be August 24
Will Be with Bob Crum serving as worship leader. Agngs
Away.. Jackson will be our guest speaker and worship

leader on August 31.

The Grand Prairie Disaster Recovery Coalition (GPDRC) is concerned people who made
temporary arrangements after the May 10 tornado could still be in need of assistance in
the month of August and beyond. In an effort to identify needs that still exist at this date,
the GPDRC has created a preliminary needs assessment form for any persons still in
need of assistance.

Forms are available at The Stuttgart Chamber of Commerce, Stuttgart City Hall, The
Stuttgart Daily Leader, SRMC, DHS, RSVP, PCCUA, local churches and Stuttgart Public
School Open Houses and GAUMC Church Office.

The coalition seeks to provide coordinated management of the long-term recovery proc-
ess for individuals affected by the disaster who do not have or who have exhausted all
resources for basic needs. In addition, the GPDRC will help provide spiritual, emotional
and physical resources for those affected by the disaster regardless of race, creed, color,
gender or religious preference.

If you, or someone you know is in need of assistance, please complete one of these
forms and mail it to us at P.O. Box 339, Stuttgart, AR 72160. The Coalition requests that
we receive it by Monday the 25 of August.

: Please remember to provide the Church Office
with your mail and e-mail addresses when your autumn enrollment has been com-

pleted. This will allow us to send you care packages and to place your name on the
newsletter mailing list. Thank you!

The Youth Council will meet in the Fellowship Hall after Morning Worship on August
17. Bring your ideas for autumn and early winter!
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You are invited to a
8%100th birthday partygﬁ

GRAND AVENUE UMW LUNCHEON

for Dell Bueker on Au-
8§§Qgust 17th from 2-4pm
in the Fellowship Hall.
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Ice Cream Socidl



& GRAND AVENUE CHILDREN'S BOOK FAIR took in over $1,000.00.

¥ Avenue kids.

%5 Many books were purchased but over 40 were purchased for the chil-
Q) dren's library. Thank you so much for your generous support of Grand
»

All children are welcome to come by the library and checkout a book. Instruc-
tions are posted in the library.

Thanks Again
Shelley and Cindy

CAMP ALDERSGATE'S

25th Annual Fish Fry

Saturday, September 27, 4-7p.m.
at Camp Aldersgate

Activities include live enterfainment,

by Elvis, Bob Hayes, and Jubilation Jazz,

children’s aren, boke sale, silent ouction; and mora.
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Adults

Children oges 4-17
Jeniors (A5+)
Children under 4

For more information, call (501) 225-1444,
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ISGAte

COMMON GROUND FOR EXTRAORDINARY PEQPLE

August 4, 2008
Dear Members of Grand Avenue UMC,

We would like to express our apprecia-
tion for supporting your youth and their
attendance at Camp Tanako this sum-
mer. In a time when the economy is
taking its toll on all of us, your generos-
ity and concern for helping build disci-
ples for Jesus Christ a blessing for all.

Camp Tanako is celebrating its 60th
birthday this year and we are happy to
say that we broke our all time record
for summer time campers. Through the
generosity of people like you, we are
able to continue this ministry for people
of all ages throughout the year.

Sincerely,

Terry Everitt
Camp Director, CCD




DEBT REPORT

2008 has been a busy year for Finance. The Sanctuary fund balance is currently
$23,243.91 owed, Air Conditioning fund balance is $19,018.40 owed and there are
now two additional air units (office and sanctuary) requiring replacement to be paid
from annual maintenance in the amount of $8,900. We find ourselves in debt to Farm-
ers and Merchants Bank ($20,000) and the general operating fund ($22,000) for a total
of >3")### WILL YOU HELP US RETIRE THE DEBT FOR IMPROVE-
MENTS? Please designate the memo on the check, “Debt Retirement”. Thank you
for supporting Grand Avenue.

The Administrative Council meeting on Tues- o+ I+ +7 V+7, kM, 0
day, May 20 approved a new part-time staff po-
sition for Children, Tweens and Youth with an Pledas% make tyoutrhcheck to GAUMC
. an esignate the memo corner
annual. salary of $.19,500 (no beneﬁts). A copy “Storms” (designate the memo corner
of the job description may be obtained from the “Stuttgart” if your gift is restricted to
Church Office. Resumes may be submitted to: tornado relief work in our community)
Staff Parish, Grand Avenue United Methodist oLcontrlgutlonstmaty be madi\over_the
phone by contacting the American
S;;é;h 803 S. Grand Avenue, Stuttgart, AR Red Cross at 1-800-RED-CROSS.
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+ I+ : 6 56 : Grand Avenue United Methodist Church in Stuttgart is seeking a part-time
(25 hours per week) Director of Children’s, Tweens and Youth Ministry. Responsibilities include de-
veloping and programming ministries for these areas of church life, coordinating activities, recruiting
and training volunteers, and being supportive of the children, youth, parents and volunteers. This
person should be committed to personal spiritual growth, be willing to commit to the United Method-
ist Church’s outreach and mission, have excellent organizational skills and be dedicated to working
with other staff as a member of a ministry team. A background in education and previous work with
volunteers is a plus. A background check with a drug test is required. A copy of the ministry de-
scription may be obtained by contacting the church office at 870-673-6317 or email at
gaumc@centurytel.net. The salary is $19,500 (no benefits). Resumes may be submitted to: Staff-
Parish, Grand Avenue United Methodist Church, 803 S. Grand Avenue, Stuttgart, AR 72160.
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We are in need of substitute nursery attendants. Applications may be made through the Church Of-
fice. A background check is required. If a former nursery attendant cannot return on a regular ba-
sis, we will also need an additional full time attendant.




MEMORIALS

In memory of Catherine Linton
given by

Adele Thorell

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Roth

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Mayfield

In memory of Paula Diane Evans
given by

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Mayfield

Mr. & Mrs. Clark Roth

Dr. & Mrs. Randy Cress

In memory of Louise Nadine Modisette
given by

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Mayfield

Mickey Ann Frizzell

Sarah Hartz

Mr. & Mrs. Clark Roth

Mrs. Eugene Acklin

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Patterson

Mildred Beverly

In memory of Elbert Houston
given by
Patricia Jane Ferguson

In memory of Loretta Cox

given by

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Patterson

Mrs. Eugene Acklin

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Roth

Mrs. Vernon Simpson

Dr. & Mrs. Randy Cress

The Crusaders Sunday School Class

In memory of Audrey Helms
given by
Patricia Jane Ferguson

In memory of Adavene Ward as a gift to
the Grand Avenue Library Fund

given by

Lou Neighbors

In memory of Loretta Cox as a gift to
the Grand Avenue Sanctuary Fund
given by

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Burkett

"

"Twas the day after Bible school and all over town,
With a sigh of relief, we all settled down.
Out to the golf course goes Dad in his cap,

And home in the bedroom Mom'’s taking a nap.
Gone Linda, gone Brenda, gone David and Johnny,
Gone Margie, and Mary, and Ronnie and Donnie.
Gone stories, and puppets, and songs in the air,
Gone paint under fingernails and paste in the hair.
Rest sweetly, dear workers, and wake with good cheer,
For Bible school won’t come again for a year.

As they drifted off, | heard them exclaim:

“It was worth all the hard work and we’d do it again!”




FROM THE PASTOR

Public School begins next week on August 18! Families have been taking final weekend trips, new clothes
have been bought, school supplies have been purchased, football games have been placed on the calendar
(along with football practice schedules, band rehearsals and other schedules) and the morning and evening
family routine has been set. Another exciting, exhausting school year is already here and families are pre-
pared!

The Opening of Church School is September 7. Grand Avenue is blessed with dedicated church school
teachers who have generously given their time and attention in carefully planning the 2008-2009 Church
School Year. I am hopeful our school students and their parents will be as excited as the teachers are about
this program! The stories, the people and the history of our faith are taught in these classes and students
are invited to identify with these stories, people and history and find their place in this great unfolding
drama of Christian history. True, some sort of fee is usually required to participate in specialized pro-

grams, but this is not the case with Christian Education! These classes are offered as a gift from our church
family; therefore, seize the opportunity to participate in what can be a great blessing for your child's life.

Sunday School begins each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. Let me invite our students to arrive early each Sunday
morning ready to participate in these classes that have been thoughtfully prepared with the sole purpose of
providing age appropriate spiritual formation. In order to arrive at class on time, why not place your
church clothes out the day before, go to bed at a reasonable time on Saturday night and rise early enough
on Sunday morning to arrive at class before 9:00 a.m.? Christian Education is important. Now is the time
to start preparing for the 2008-2009 Christian Education Year!

- George E. Rook

P.S.
A special thank you goes to all the teachers and helpers!

RERNEDENE

PRAYER LIST
Ralph Patterson; Mrs. Dean Johnson; Eli James; Bruce Yeager; Charlotte Scales; Betty Oliphant;
Claudia Roebbeke; Louie McKissack; Vivian Howie; Hazel Bryant; Hazel Riley; John Jackson;
Jessie Cheek; Kelsey Hoffman; Roland Endres; Lucille Holbert; Gertie Sanders; Mary Gene Smith;
Ray Holsted; Beth Ragan Adams; Tim Walton; Steve Tranna; Kelly Williams; Randy Smith; Beckji
Wilson; Leslie Thomas Britten; Brian Reynolds; Daniel White; The family of Catherine Linton
(especially for Judy ®erkins); the family of Janice Henderson (especially for Clara Dobson);
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the birth of Lucy Maydelle Sampson and Annibell Marie Champlin.
Cathie Jones; Sylvia Mills; Pete Shirkey; Clio Clary; ALl our sick and shut-in; President George
Bush; Congress and our Leaders; The Leaders of our Allies; Members of the VS, UK and
Coalition Armed Forces and their Families; The families of those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
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Friend, Relative, Associate, and Neighbor
| was a stranger and you invited me in. Matthew 25:35
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Friendship Sunday is September 7. This is a great day for attracting first time visitors to our
congregation and long lost members back to church. It's as simple as inviting others to come join us in
our discipleship with Christ.

In the next few days, please complete the FRAN Cards (as many as you like) with the names and
limited information of those individuals (neighbors, co-workers, friends, classmates, and relatives)
you would like our congregation to extend special invitations to for the activities planned on September
7. You will need to return these cards to the Church Office or place them in the collection plate by
August 31.

Finally, we will need volunteer “FRANS” from different groups in our church to make personal visits
or phone calls to invite persons to our church on Sept. 7th for Worship, Sunday School, and a
Friendship Meal. Won't you volunteer to be a “FRAN” when your group is contacted?

Remember: (1) Friendship Sunday is September 7.
(2) FRAN Cards will be distributed in July.
(3) Return the FRAN Cards by August 31.
(4) Volunteer "FRANSs" are needed from classes and groups.
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A PRAYER FOR GRAND AVENUE

O God, who has brought us into the fellowship of your dear
Son, lead us all at Grand Avenue ever closer day by day to
you and to one another, that we may become of one heart
and mind in love toward you; and grant that our common
life and work in sacrificial service may help to extend your
kingdom here where we are, and in all the world; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



