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GRAND AVENEWS 

The Pastor will be on vacation starting today - September 
1.  Amanda Holsted will be our guest speaker on August 
23 with Elizabeth Hoskyn serving as Worship Leader.  
Phyllis Orlicek will be our guest speaker on August 30 with 
Agnes Jackson serving as Worship Leader. 

Staff 
 

George E. Rook 
Pastor 

 
Chuck Law 
Director  of  

Music Ministries 
 

Austin Hayes 
Director of Children, 

Tweens & Youth Ministries 
 

Wanda Mayfield 
Organist 

 
Heather Sanders 

Secretary 

 
Sunday Schedule 

 

9:00am 
Sunday School* 

 
9:45am 

Fellowship 
 

10:00am 
Worship 

 
*Child Care Provided 

 
Phone Number 
870-673-6317 

 
Fax Number 
870-673-3697 

 
Email 

gaumc@centurytel.
net 

 
Website 

www.gaumc.com 

Grand Avenue College Students:  Please remember to provide the Church 
Office with your mailing addresses, email address and phone number when 
your autumn enrollment has been completed.  You can go to 
www.gaumc.com or email us at gaumc@centurytel.net to provide us this in-
formation.  This will allow us to send you care packages and to place you on 
the newsletter mailing list.  Thank you! 

Sympathy is extended to Cavine Gooch on the recent death of 
her sister, Hazel Berry of Paragould. 

 
 
 

 
Opening of Church School is Sunday, September 13.  Bibles will be pre-
sented during Morning Worship to those children entering third grade. 
 
Friendship Sunday is also September 13 and will include a potluck luncheon 
in the Fellowship Hall immediately after worship.  Please return your FRAN 
cards. You are encouraged to invite friends, relatives, associates and 
neighbors to join us on this special Sunday.  They will, of course, be our 
guests at the luncheon.  You can find additional FRAN cards in the class-
rooms, from the Church Office and in various locations around the church.  
Thank you for your help! 
 
It is that time of year when the nomination of officers begins.  If you want to 
change your position or be considered for a particular position in 2010, please 
let the Church Office know by Wednesday, September 2. 
 
The 2010 budget is now being planned.  If your work area requires funding in 
2010, please file your request with the Church Office by Monday, September 
21.  



There will be a Sunday School meeting 
August 27th at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Meal provided, so please 
make plans to attend. 

 
PERFECT ATTENDANCE AT 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
REGAN TULL 

WHITNEY TULL 
WRANA HARRIMAN 

SCOUT GRIFFIN 
MATTHEW LIN 

JESS CRUM 
BETHANY CRUM 

 

TWO BOOKLETS REMAIN AVAILABLE 

 

Copies of “A Parent’s Handbook:  Raising 

Your Child in Faith From Preschoolers to 

Teens” remain available from the literature 

rack at the side entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

There are three remaining copies of “A Tour 

Of The Grand Avenue Church” also avail-

able from the literature rack at the side en-

trance of the sanctuary.  This is the booklet 

published in spring of 2009 for the Confir-

mation Class with a quantity reserved for 

anyone wanting a copy and will be repub-

lished as needed.  

Dear United Methodist Men, 
 
Thank you so much for pay-
ing my way to Camp Tanako!  
I had a great time and 
learned a lot!  Thanks again! 
 
Sincerely, 
Alaina Hiryak 

Because of your generosity, $397.50 was collected last Sun-

day to provide members of the armed forces with copies of 

“Strength For Service to God and Country,” a devotional book 

written for those in the service of others.  Distributing these 

devotional books is a program supported by the General Com-

mission on United Methodist Men.  For more information visit:  

www.strengthforservice.org/methodist.  

The Youth 
Council will 

meet Sunday, 
August 30 in the 
Fellowship Hall 
after Morning 

Worship.  Any-
one interested 
in the Youth is 
invited to at-

tend! 

YOU’RE INVITEDYOU’RE INVITEDYOU’RE INVITEDYOU’RE INVITED    
to theto theto theto the    

90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION    
forforforfor    

FRANCES EARHARTFRANCES EARHARTFRANCES EARHARTFRANCES EARHART    
    

SEPTEMBER 6, 2009SEPTEMBER 6, 2009SEPTEMBER 6, 2009SEPTEMBER 6, 2009    
1:30 1:30 1:30 1:30 ----    3:30 PM3:30 PM3:30 PM3:30 PM    

    

at the at the at the at the     
    

ARTS CENTER of the GRAND PRAIRIEARTS CENTER of the GRAND PRAIRIEARTS CENTER of the GRAND PRAIRIEARTS CENTER of the GRAND PRAIRIE    
108 W. 12th 108 W. 12th 108 W. 12th 108 W. 12th     

    

Everyone is invited.Everyone is invited.Everyone is invited.Everyone is invited.    
No gifts please.No gifts please.No gifts please.No gifts please.    



FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY- SEPTEMBER 13 

Friendship Sunday is September 13. This is a great day for attracting first time visitors to our congregation and long 
lost members back to church. It's as simple as inviting others to come join us in our discipleship with Christ. 

In the next few days, please complete the FRAN Cards (as many as you like) with the names and limited 
information of those individuals (neighbors, co-workers, friends, classmates, and relatives) you would like our 
congregation to extend special invitations to for the activities planned on September 13. You will need to return 
these cards to the Church Office or place them in the collection plate by September 6. 

Finally, we will need volunteer “FRANs” from different groups in our church to make personal visits or phone 
calls to invite persons to our church on Sept. 13th for Worship, Sunday School, and a Friendship Meal. Won't you 
volunteer to be a “FRAN” when your group is contacted? 

Remember:  (1) Friendship Sunday is September 13. 
(2) FRAN Cards will be distributed in August. 
(3) Return the FRAN Cards by September 6. 
(4) Volunteer "FRANs" are needed from classes and groups. 

 
A FRAN CARD CAN BE FOUND ON THE BACK OF YOUR NEWSLETTER FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

The exercise class honored Linda Sampson 
with a luncheon at Carolyn’s in Keo.  We said 
goodbye to a friend who has been very special 
in our lives every Tuesday and Thursday for 
many years.  The exercise class has been an 
outreach program of Grand Avenue for more 
than nineteen years.  Linda has served as its 
leader for the entire time.  When she could not 
physically be in attendance, the class used a 
DVD of her.  In fact, the class will continue with 
Linda on DVD.  The class met at 9:30am on 
Tuesday and at 10am on Thursday.  This was 
the original time to accommodate the partici-
pants schedules. 
 
Linda has a routine she perfected over the 
years that worked every muscle in the body.  
She uses weights, poles and tension bands to 
work the different parts of the body.  She exer-
cises everything from the jaws to the ankles.  
There is even one Yoga move. 
 
The one thing about Linda is how kind she is.  
Throughout the program she is continually re-
minding everyone if it hurts do not do it or stop 
if it hurts.  She has a way of telling these anec-

dotes about all subjects that make the time fly 
by.  If you missed exercise with Linda, you 
missed a real treat. 
 
I joined the group in January and I can attest to 
what marvelous things her program does for your 
body.  If you see me at church, I will be glad to 
tell you what it has done for me. 
 
Of course, exercise class will continue each 
Tuesday and Thursday with one time change.  
Both classes will now meet at 10am with 
Linda at the helm even if she is on television. 
 
The class is indebted to Jesse Townsend for tap-
ing our class.  He did a great job.  Thank you so 
very much. 
 
If you want to get in shape and have fun doing it, 
come join us.  There is always room for one 
more.  With heavy hearts we say goodbye to our 
leader.  May God shower blessings upon Linda in 
her new home. 
 
 
Susanne Braithwaite 



PRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LISTPRAYER LIST    

Clarence South; Dot Renner; Madel ine Lucke; Louie McKissack; Viv ian Howie; Haze l  R i ley ;  John 

Jackson;  Ray  Hols ted;  Harr iet  Boyd; Jani ta  Hoskyn;  Hol l ie  Blake;  Ralph Ligon;  Terry Newton; Carolyn 

Larkin ; Char les K ing; J im Kyne; Lisa Holcombe;  Suzanne Stroh; Melv in  Tip ton; Scar le tt -Mar ie  Ackl in;  

Brenda Shaw;  Trevor  Gress; Michae l  Ackl in ;  Jess ie  Cheek;  The fami ly  of  Haze l  Berry espec ia l ly  for  

Cav ine Gooch; Al l  our s ick and shut- in;  Pres ident  Barack Obama; Congress and our Leaders ; The 

Leaders of  our A l l ies;  Members of  the US, UK and Coal i t ion Armed Forces and their  Fami l ies;  The 

fami l ies of  those who made the u l t imate sacr i f i ce .   

SPRITUAL FORMATION is an important part of the Christian’s life; therefore, “The Up-
per Room,” which is a daily devotional guide, is provided free of charge from the narthex, 
the literature rack on the back wall of the sanctuary and the literature rack at the side en-
trance of the sanctuary.  What will you find in “The Upper Room”?  The current issue ad-
dresses the topic of “Why Worry?” in the Prayer Workshop section found on pages 40-
42.  The devotional for Thursday, July 23 is based on Isaiah 6:8 and challenges the 
reader with these words: “When I joined my church, I asked myself, Will I be a player or 
a spectator?  ‘Here am I.  Send me,’ we read in Isaiah...Saying yes to God and being 
active in God’s work helps us grow spiritually.  This doesn’t necessarily mean being seen 
and heard.  All of us can serve in quiet and humble ways known only to God.  We have 
many opportunities to do so.  Discipleship means being a servant and, as Jesus showed 
us, putting others ahead of ourselves.” 
Many of our members enjoy reading “The Upper Room” each day and find it helpful in 
their spiritual formation.  Why not try it for yourself? 

 
FROM THE PASTOR 
 
Another busy summer at Grand Avenue has quickly passed - all too quickly passed!  Of 
course, autumn plans have been made regarding the Junior High and Senior High 
United Methodist Youth, The TWEENS, the Children’s Program, Christian Education and 
Music - all aspects of Music Ministry!  What do we need?  WE NEED YOU!!! 
 
Please pay careful attention to upcoming issues of the newsletter and to our Sunday bul-
letins.  In this current issue of our newsletter you will notice Opening of Church School 
and Friendship Sunday are both on September 13.  Church School remains at 9am and 
Morning Worship at 10am.  Bibles will be presented during Morning Worship to the chil-
dren entering third grade and a luncheon will follow our worship.  I am hopeful you have 
placed this on your calendar and plan on attending.  Look upon this as a RALLY DAY!  
Bring your friends, especially your friends searching for a church home! 
 
         ~ George E. Rook 
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Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 
803 S. Grand Ave. 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 

Non-Profit Org. 

Standard Rate Paid 

Stuttgart, AR 72160 
Address Service  

requested 

Permit No. 42 

FRAN CARD 
Friend, Relative, Associate, and Neighbor 

I was a stranger and you invited me in.  Matthew 25:35 
 
Name_______________________________________Approx. Age___________ 
 
Address (if available)_______________________________________________ 
 
Telephone (if available)______________________________________________ 
 
Children Living at Home______________________Approx. Age____________ 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
________Neighbor  ________Friend 
 
 
________Relative  ________Co-worker  
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